
Memorandum 

DATE: FEBRUARY 24, 2021 
TO: MAYOR DIANE MARLIN AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
FROM: FIRE CHIEF CHARLES LAUSS 
RE: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A FEDERAL EXCESS EQUIPMENT 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

Introduction and Background 

The Federal Excess Personal Property (FEPP) program refers to U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), Forest Service-owned property that is on loan to State Foresters for the purpose of 
wildland and rural firefighting. Most of the property originally belonged to the U.S. Department of 
Defense. Once acquired by the Forest Service, it is loaned to state cooperators for firefighting 
purposes. The property is then loaned to the state forester, who may then place it with local 
departments to improve local fire programs. State Foresters and the USDA Forest Service have 
mutually participated in the FEPP program since 1956. 

Discussion 

This Cooperative Agreement would give the City of Urbana access to a cache of resources that we 
may not be able to afford to purchase, in exchange for the cost of maintaining the equipment that 
we would receive.  In the event that we would receive large equipment (i.e., vehicles or boats), we 
would be required to maintain the equipment to the status in which was received. We may be 
required to return this large equipment in the event the State needed it for response efforts, but this 
is not likely to happen. 

I have used this program while I was serving as the Fire Chief in Pekin, IL and in Peoria, IL.  The 
resources that we were able to acquire were extremely helpful in allowing us to strengthen our 
Training Bureau and allowing more training opportunities for our personnel.  There will be no 
additional (unbudgeted) costs to the City of Urbana for these donations; maintenance costs, if any, 
will be a part of the Fire Department’s current operating budget. 

The draft Resolution and Cooperative Agreement are attached for your review. 

Urbana Fire Department 
400 South Vine Street 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 
(217) 384-2420  - Phone
(217) 384-2449  - Fax



Recommendation 

I recommend that the Committee of the Whole forward the Resolution to the full City Council with 
a recommendation for approval and placement on the Consent Agenda. 

Attachments: Draft Resolution 
Proposed Cooperative Agreement 



RESOLUTION NO.    2021-03-008R

 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A FEDERAL EXCESS EQUIPMENT 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

WHEREAS, the City of Urbana (“City”) is a home rule unit of local government pursuant 

to Article VII, Section 6, of the Illinois Constitution, 1970, and may exercise any power and perform 

any function pertaining to its government and affairs, and the passage of this Resolution constitutes 

an exercise of the City’s home rule powers and functions as granted in the Illinois Constitution, 1970; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (“IDNR”) can obtain excess 

Federal equipment that can be made available to agencies that are involved in fire control work; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Urbana Fire Department is a qualified organization to participate in 

the IDNR Federal Excess Property program; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Urbana Fire Department desires to enter into a Firefighter Property 

Cooperative Agreement (“Agreement”); and 

WHEREAS, the Agreement requires that ownership of any equipment transferred under 

this program be titled with the recipient and that the recipient assume maintenance responsibility for 

said equipment; and  

WHEREAS, the Urbana Fire Department will only accept the transfer of equipment for 

which it has sufficient funds in their operating budget to maintain; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, after due consideration, finds that approval of this Agreement 

promotes the fiscal welfare of the City, is in the best interests of the residents of the City, and is 

desirable for the welfare of the City’s government and affairs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council, of the City of Urbana, Illinois, 

as follows: 
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Section 1. 

The City of Urbana, Illinois, hereby authorizes the Urbana Fire Department to enter into a Firefighter 

Property Cooperative Agreement with IDNR. 

Section 2. 

The Mayor of the City of Urbana, Illinois, be and the same is hereby authorized to execute and deliver 

and the City Clerk of the City of Urbana, Illinois, be and the same is hereby authorized to attest to 

said execution of said agreement and all other documents necessary for the City to accept such grant 

as so authorized and approved for on and behalf of the City of Urbana, Illinois. 

Section 3. 

From and after the execution and delivery of such agreement, the Fire Chief, or his designee, is hereby 

authorized and directed to perform all acts necessary on behalf of the City of Urbana to carry out the 

purpose and intent of this Resolution. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL this ___ day of March, 2021. 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSTENTIONS: 

___________________________________ 
Phyllis D. Clark, City Clerk 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this ___ day of March, 2021. 

___________________________________ 
Diane Wolfe Marlin, Mayor 



jlsimon
Sticky Note
I'm not sure what equipment will be obtained. As noted below, even though the equipment will be loaned free of charge, there are still costs associated with obtaining and using the loaned equipment.

celauss
Sticky Note
There is a cache of diverse equipment that we can choose from, but we will only be looking for the equipment that will meet the needs of the Urbana Fire Department.
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