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APPENDIX II
 

CD TARGET AREA MAP 



Appendix II 2011-2012 Annual Action Plan 

Community Development Target Area
 

Legend 

o Urbana Corporate Boundary 

-- Roads 

Lakes 

CD Target Area 

D Census Block Group Boundary 

~ Census Tract 55 
~ Block Group 1 
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Citizen Participation and Public Input 
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T Miramax Films from Disney 
,- 1979 by Harvey and Bob Wein of Oscar winners including 
r stein and named after their "Shakespeare in Love" (1998), 
,- parents Miriam and Max. "Chicago" (2002) and "No 

President Barack Obama 
hailed the agreement as a "land
mark trade deal" that would 
support at least 70,000 U.S. 
jobs. 

"We are strengthening our 
ability to create and defend 
manufacturing jobs in the Unit

The studio is behind a string Country for Old Men" (2007), ed States, increasing exports of 

Y ~;;;;;;;;~==:=::====~=~~=~=~===::::::::::::=======lr- FY 2011-2012 APPLICATIONS FOR URBANA CDBG [!J RRANA • 
Ie & HOME CONSORTIUM HiNDS
i- AVAILABLE MONDAY, DECEMBER 6,2010 HOME .
 
s- CIT Y 0 F APPLICATION WORKSHOPS WILL BE HELD CONSORTIUM 

URBANA MONDAY, DEC 6 AT 10:00 AM & 5:30 PM 
~d URBANA CITY BUILDING, 400 S. VINE ST, URBA A 
as 
lut The City of Urbana is accepting applications for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for Public 

Facilities & Improvements, Urbana's allocation of HOME funding, and the Community Housing Development Or
ganization (CHDO) allocations of HOME funding. Applications are available to submit proposals for grant funds forhe 

i housing and community development projects. Completed applications are due before 4 PM Friday, January 7,ar
·2011.in 
Applications may be picked up at the Urbana City Building, Community Development Services Department, 400 S. 
Vine Street, Urbana, or can be downloaded from the City's website: www.urbanaillinois.uslas 

lite For additional information, contact the City of Urbana, Grants Management Division, at 384-2447 or e-mail John 
Schneider at j!aschneider@urbanaillinois.us. ,...,..

in 

mailto:j!aschneider@urbanaillinois.us


FEATURED STORIES 

City or Urbana and Urbana Sister Cities Go "Red" for AIDS Awareness Day 
The City of Urbana In cooperaHon wIth lt1e Urbana Sisler ClUes program went 
red'" on Dec-ember 1. 2010 to help raise awareness of\' 'orld AIDS Oa 

UC2B -IRUlEltisting Infrastructure Subcommittee Meeting 1211)1;)12010 
300pm 

Application Workshop for Urbana CDBG & HOME Consortium Funds FY 
11-12 12iO~'2010 - :311plll 

Recycling Toolkit Seminar. A Toolkit for Reducing Waste in the 
Workplace 1:J07 ,2010 200pm 500pm 

Help "Hoopin' for Hope" al the UHS Boys Basketball Game 12'0712010· 
730pm 

SPECIAL WORK SESSION of the Sustainabilily Advisory Commission 
1211>1,'201.0 - 900am ·~OOpm 

'JOTICES & Alf~TS 

Regular U-CYCLE Collection Schedule Resumes During Holidays 
12120'2010 -100am . 12l31'2010 -700am 

FY 2011-2012 Applications rorUrbana CDBG & HOME Consortium Funds 
0110712011 - J. OOpm 

2010 West Urbana Special Parking Zone Holiday Enforcement 
01 1712u11- 11S9pm 

UPCOMING MEmtlGS OTHER DATES 

Internet '+{ 100 



Application Workshop for Urbana CDBG & HOME Consortium Funds FY 11-121 City of Urban." Page 1 of 3 

Application Workshop for rbana CDBG & HOME Consortium Funds FY 11-12 

Dale: December 6,2010 - 5:30pm 

This workshop will be held in the Executive Con~ renee Room, City of UrbAna, 400 South Vine Street, rb M. This workshop is mandatory for agenei s requesting Urbana CDBC and 

HOME Consortium funds for use between ,July I, 2011 and ,June 30,2012. The ity of Urbana is accepting applications for: 

Community D'v,'lopment Block Grant (CDBG) Public Facilitles & Ill1prOVelll~nt. (Gric & mortar projects) 

rbana's "lIocation of HOM funding 

Comnlunit> 1I0using Development Or,;anization (CHOO) allocations of HOII-rE funding 

Applications may b,' picked up at the Urbana City Building, Community Development Services Department, 400 South \'jneStr ,I rbana, or can be downloaded from the City's web.ite. 

Completed opplicotion.• ore due before 4 PM rid.oy, JonUlll')' 7.2011. 

For additional informat ion. contact ,fohn Schneider, Manager, Grants Mflnagcl11ent Division at (217) 384-2447 or by email atjaschneider@urbanai/linois.us 

Contoel Refere" e: 
John Schneiderjasclmeider@urbanaillilloL,.us (217) 384-2441 

Kelly Hartford kshartford@urbanaillinois.us (217) 328-8263 

Jen Gonzalezjmgonzalez@urbanaillinois.us(217) 384-2335 

http://urbanaillinois,us/posts/20 10/12/application-workshop-urbana-cdbg-home-consortiu m-funds-... 312312011 
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mmority will playa meanIngtul 
role.' 

Despite tortuous negotiations 
that threatened to unravel Iraq's 
tenuous democratic .gains, the 
public face of the new govern
ment will look remarkably like 

pniisecrrraqfOrlJullc1ing an 
inclusive coalition that he 
described as "a clear rejection 
of the efforts by extremists to 
spur sectarian division." 

AI-Maliki hailed what he 
called a unified but diverse gov

erred to boycott the government. 
And women lawmakers jeered . 
the. male-dominated political 
parties for largelY excluding 
them from the Cabinet though 
they make up a quarter of par
liament. 

, 

[!J NOTICE OF NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS ,~~I\ ,. 
~ AND PUBLIC HEARINGS CONSORTIUM 
The City of Urbana and the Urbana HOME Consortium (comprised of the City of Urbana, City of 
Champaign, and Champaign County) seek citizen input regarding community'needsfortheprepara
tion of the Annual Action Plan (AAP) for Fiscal Year.2011-2012. TheAAP establishes budgets for 
CommunityDevelopment Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) 
Programs. 

'NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS IN 'URBANA 
Monday, January 3, 2011,7 PM Tuesday, .January 4, 2011,7 PM 

Prairie 'School L:ibrary • City .council Chambers 
2102 E.Washington ;St 400S. Vine St 

Wednesday, January 5, 20~ 1,7 'PM Thursday, January 6,2011,7 PM 
Washington Early Childhood School . King School Library 
Library-t102'N.Broadway Av.e I' 1108 W. Fairview Ave 

PUBLIC HEARING POR SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES & ORGANIZATIONS
 
Tuesday, January 4, 20111, 10:.00 A'M- 12:00 P.M.
 

City of Urbana Council Chambers, 400 S. Vine Street, Urbana
 

Persons with disabilities who need accommodations for any of these hearings should contact 
Community Development Services at.384~2447, or the City of Urbana Americans with Disabilities Act 
Coordinator at 384"2466, or TIY384-2360. '05CO" 
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City of Urbana 

Home ' Cal~ndar 

Calendar 

l'I'CV January 2011 Nc" 
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12:00n01 

Martin LULher I\.inl(
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-rityOtfice and
 
LIte Clo~ed 

1l:59pm
 
201() West Urbuna
 
Special Parkin/( I.one
 
Iloli<1Jv Enfurcement
 

2;J 24 25 26 2.7 28 2~ 

5:00pm - 6:30pm 
Do" nlown Markel 
SHah Pn'S nlJlion 

30 :)1 

Subscribe to Calendar 
pcoming Ev nts 

UC2B - IRU/E.-"isting Infrastructure Subcommittee Meeting (J'l/-' /:2011 - 9:-~oaU1 

Draft FY 2011-2012 Annual Action Plan Available & Public Hearing l):i/'J.9/20 II - 7'OOPll1 
Public Hearing & Comment Period - Minor CDBG Amendment FY 1011 AAP l:l/:!CJ/:.!Ol t - 7:00pm 

http://urbanaillinois.us/calendarI2011-01 3123/2011 



ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011-2012
 
PUBLIC HEARING
 

Monday, January 3,2011,7:00 P.M.
 
City of Urbana Council Chambers
 

400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois
 

Minutes
 

Present: Kelly Hartford, Jennifer Gonzalez, Community Development Services Department, 
City of Urbana; Dennis Roberts, Urbana City Council. 

Kelly Hartford called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 

Ms. Hartford stated the purpose for this public hearing was for the public to provide input on the 
proposed City of Urbana & Urbana HOME Consortium Annual Action Plan (AAP) for FY 2011
2012. AAP is the annual budget as part of the five-year Consolidated Plan. Notice of this public 
hearing was published on Wednesday, December 22,2010 in the Champaign-Urbana News
Gazette, posted on the City of Urbana's website, and mailed and emailed to various social 
service agencies and interested citizens. 

Dennis Roberts, member of the Urbana City Council, spoke on behalf of two constituents who 
are also members of the Lierman Neighborhood Advisory Committee: Gabe Lewis and Robin 
Arbiter. At the November 9, 2010 meeting of the Advisory Committee, several problems were 
discussed, including: tenants being asked to leave because of illegal activities, barriers to 
affordable housing, and the lack of impact that the Annual Action Plan has in directly benefitting 
tenants as opposed to homeowners. 

It was also discussed at the November 9th meeting that there is a lack of lighting east of Lierman 
Avenue. Many streets are unlit. A survey may be an option to discern whether residents feel 
that more lights are needed. Between Washington and Hunter on Austin Court, Lanore, and 
Country Squire streets there are loitering issues. This may need to be evaluated as a safety 
element and cost benefit analysis, given the high volume of emergency calls made from the area. 

Robin Arbiter reported issues of youth throwing rocks on the west side retaining wall of Urbana 
Townhomes on Lierman Avenue. Mr. Roberts relayed that Ms. Arbiter asks that the City 
consider changing the landscaping in that area of Lierman Ave. as part of a beautification 
project. This would eliminate the rock throwing problem and could be worked out with the Park 
District. Changing out the sidewalks may also make the project feasible under the Community 
Development Block Grant Program. Ms. Arbiter suggested that a park be included in the area of 
the retaining wall, including checkerboard tables. 

Mr. Roberts continued with Ms. Arbiter's comments, noting that she had indicated where the 
sidewalks needed maintenance in her area. On Lierman Avenue, between Hunter and 
Washington Streets, there are places on the east side of the street that are uneven because the 
sidewalk slabs are no longer level. Mud has been an issue when it is raining. On the north side 



of Washington between Glover and Philo there are similar concerns. Also, on Philo by Wabash 
the curb cuts are too steep. 

Included in the Liennan meeting notes (see attached document) there was discussion of a 
community garden. The Advisory Committee may be interested in Neighborhood Organization 
Grants to begin publishing a neighborhood newsletter. Ms. Hartford noted that she would look 
into the guidelines for the program since it has been out of commission for some time. Also 
discussed at the meeting was the issues of litter on City streets. The group is considering an 
adopt-a-street program. 

Mr. Roberts mentioned that at the back end of Aspen Court there is a need for a footpath that 
leads to Philo Road. This could be a potential beautification project if the City were to engage 
the park district in paving the path. Private property may impede this process. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

len 
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Lierman Neighborhood Advisory Committee (LNAC) 
November 9, 2010 
6:00PM 
Urbana Free Library 

•	 Rock throwing - Robin 
•	 Gravel landscaping put on west side of Lierman Avenue adjacent to Urbana 

Townhomes 
•	 Young people sit on wall after school, have unlimited supply of rocks, throw at 

signs, throw at people 
•	 Solution - Dennis: remove wall, create sloping concrete slab 

•	 When kids were causing trouble at a retaining wall near King School, it 
was replaced with a small park 

•	 Solution - Robin: need to channel energy 
•	 Concern about latent anger over Kiwane Carrington death in Champaign in 2009 

•	 Gun ownership 
•	 Not allowed in public housing 

•	 1616 Hunter - Gabe 
•	 Has been vacant all year, no "For Sale" or "For Rent" has been present 
•	 Dennis: If there are maintenance problems (grass not being mown, etc.), call 

Public Works 
•	 Urban fashion shop next to Phillips 66 on Washington Street 

•	 Gabe asked Robin if the sign blocking the sidewalk ramp has been removed. 
•	 Robin: sign has just fallen off the ramp, is just sitting there 

•	 Peddler at Brookens Center - Gabe 
•	 There has been a peddler outside the Brookens Center. County administration 

has informed staff to call Urbana Police if he is spotted. 
•	 Walk & Bike To School Day - Gabe 

•	 Dennis & Gabe attended Prairie's Walk & Bike To School Day on Wednesday 
morning, October 6. All kids participating lined up at the Foursquare Church 
on the southeast comer of Washington & Kinch Streets, and crossed 
Washington and walked into Prairie together. Bused students were dropped off 
at the school, walked to the church, then walked back to the school. Dennis & 
Gabe talked to the crossing guard, too. The event stressed the health benefits of 
walking to school, and the importance of pedestrian safety. 

•	 Shoveling sidewalks - Gabe 
•	 With winter approaching, Gabe wanted to mention the importance of 

homeowners shoveling their sidewalks for kids walking to school, and other 
residents. When people walk in the street, there is a danger of cars hitting them. 
With many houses in the neighborhood being renter-occupied, this issue is 
important to keep an eye on. 

•	 Raised sidewalks - Robin 
•	 Sidewalks with steep elevation changes need to be fixed for residents in 

wheelchairs, as travel becomes very jarring otherwise. 
•	 City Council visit 

•	 Need to get parents get to the meeting if we expect kids to come 
•	 Robin's goal: empower residents - give them more in their conununity 



•
 

•	 Robin knows a guy at Rainbow Apts - Charles - that would be a great parent 
volunteer. Been in the neighborhood a long time, cares about these issues. 

•	 Robin knows another guy named Sharif 
•	 Advertise at March clean-up day 

•	 Need to create events that create wins - Robin 
•	 Dennis - need to have an event that gets people's attention (i.e. Community center at 

fonner Tri-Star building) 
•	 Newsletter - Gabe 

•	 Robin - there were two competing newsletters 
•	 Birthdays, good news, recipes, safety information 
•	 Wants rights & responsibilities listed 
•	 Advocacy? 
•	 Shaun Williams could write it - barber in Champaign, increased community 

dialogue 
•	 Quarterly 
•	 Apartment communities, stores 
•	 Woodnotes, Shady Pines News 
•	 Send to Mayor's Office 
•	 Positive news 
•	 Creates LNAC identity 

•	 Dennis - There is a Libertarian video about how to deal with police that we could use 
here 

•	 Robin - we should have a policeman at our next meeting 
•	 Bring concerns 
•	 Determine solutions for retaining wall 

•	 Robin - found tiki torches & Halloween trash along Ivanhoe Way. Units are empty. 
Squatters? People could be using tiki torches because it's getting colder, which is a 
concern because open flames should not be present in vacant units. 

•	 Housing Report presented to City Council- Dennis 
•	 Recent local report states that there will be a need for.50 more affordable 

housing units in Urbana in next 5 years 
•	 Report shows that there could be more of a need for housing for the rich 
•	 Large families are waiting for housing 
•	 This is all according to known demand 

•	 Robin - served on a committee with Kerri Spear (City of Champaign Neighborhood 
Services) from 2005-2007 to determine the need for accessible housing - found no 
need 

To Do: 
•	 Gabe: Sign up for Adopt-A-Street for Washington Street 
•	 Dennis: Follow up with the Boys & Girls Club participants in Urbana being picked up 

by bus. Invite them to learn about city government by attending a city council meeting. 
They don't have to stay the whole time. 



NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING FOR THE CITY OF URBANA & URBANA. 
URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM HOME·[!J 

FY 2011-2012 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
CIT Y 0 F CONSORTIUM
URBANA 7 PM, MONDAY, JANUARY 3,2011 

PRAIRIE SCHOOL LIBRARY, 2102 E. Washington St, Urbana - SIGN-IN SHEET 

NAME ADDRESS	 PHONE ORGANIZATION 
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ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011-2012
 
PUBLIC HEARING
 

Tuesday, January 4, 2011,10:00 A.M.
 
City of Urbana Council Chambers
 

400 South Vine Street, Urbana, Illinois
 

Minutes
 

Present: Kelly Hartford, Jennifer Gonzalez, Conununity Development Services Department, 
City of Urbana; John Sullivan, Center for Women in Transition; Janice McAteer, Developmental 
Services Center; Michael Fuqua and Jennifer Valade, Salvation Army; Janice Mitchell and Misty 
Bell, Urbana Neighborhood Connections Center, Inc.; Reverend Troy A. Burks of the 
Champaign County branch of the NAACP. See attached sign-in sheet. 

Kelly Hartford called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

Ms. Hartford stated the purpose for this public hearing was for the not-for-profit social service 
agencies to provide input on the proposed City of Urbana Urbana HOME Consortium Annual 
Action Plan (AAP) for FY 2011-2012. AAP is the annual budget as part of the five-year 
Consolidated Plan. Both documents are on the City's website. Notice of this public hearing was 
published on Wednesday, December 22,2010 in the Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, posted 
on the City of Urbana's website, and mailed and emailed to various social service agencies and 
interested citizens. 

Ms. Hartford and Jennifer Gonzalez gave a brief overview of the 2010-2011 Annual Action Plan, 
as well as the Community Development Block Grant and HOME Investment Partnerships 
Programs. 

John Sullivan, Executive Director ofthe Center for Women in Transition (CWIT) noted the lack 
of shelter for intact families in the community, as well as a need for an emergency shelter that 
serves women. He stated that resources will be needed to build facilities to serves those needs in 
the future. Ms. Hartford responded that Decatur is working to serve those needs with the 
Decatur Refuge Center for Families and that the program could serve as a model in the future. 

Mr. Sullivan noted that while social service agencies need funding for maintenance, a set-aside 
should be put into place to serve new programs when the needs change in the community. Janice 
McAteer of the Developmental Services Center agreed with Mr. Sullivan and said that new 
services lack funding, which stagnates change in programs as new needs are presented. She 
urged the Urbana City Council as well as the Champaign City Council to visit the social service 
agencies in the community. Many changes have been made due to the cutbacks from the State, 
and the result has been a significant change in operations. 

Mr. Sullivan commented on the large amount of funding that is brought into the community from 
State and Federal funds, suggesting that the social service sector should be reframed and seen as 
an investment in the community. The funding that they receive brings in jobs and boosts the 



economy even if it is not a traditional business model. Ms. McAteer added that the social service 
sector relieves other public service and facility needs in the community on both a human and 
economic level. 

Michael Fuqua of the Salvation Army provided input on the need for movement and change in 
social services. Times have changed and so services need to change. Families have become a 
need in a way that they were not before. Mr. Sullivan added that collaboration is needed 
amongst the municipalities to determine what resources are available. Even meeting on a 
quarterly basis, a lot could get done with very little money. 

Jennifer Valade of Salvation Army noted that the men's shelter has been at full capacity since 
March of2010. Staff have had to continue to tum away men because ofa lack of space, and 
those needs are increasing. Salvation Army will be trying to secure funding for a Veterans (VA) 
Program. The employment training program run by Salvation Army has already passed its initial 
quota. Staff are considering which direction to take regarding increased services. Mr. Sullivan 
added that CWIT is looking into VA funding as well to provide those services to women. 

Mr. Sullivan brought up the issue of reduced funding for social services while the cost of living 
is increasing. New grants and additional grants do not solve funding issues if there is too much 
administrative work associated with them. Funding consolidation is needed to make the process 
easier. Ms. Hartford replied that a group had been formed in the past to consolidate the 
application process in an effort to improve efficiency in administration issues. Because of the 
large amount of differing information needed for each individual grant or program, no solution 
was found and the application process could not be streamlined. Mr. Sullivan responded that the 
issue is more of a funding allocation concern rather than an application problem. 

Ms. McAteer contributed to Mr. Sullivan's comments, saying that the State is still not making 
regular payments to social service agencies. As of the hearing the State owed the Developmental 
Services Center about $2.4 million. Local resources are becoming important. DSC has had to 
forego some grant applications because the reporting and application processes cost more than 
the actual grant offered. Education on these issues is needed. 

Mr. Sullivan added that a conversation is needed to support the goals of the community, 
including the City of Urbana's and those social service agencies in similar lines of work. He also 
noted that investing in new projects is only feasible if projects are large enough. 

Ms. McAteer recognized the City of Urbana for continuing to serve the social service community 
with funding and said that the City's efforts to provide funding opportunities are appreciated. 

Janice Mitchell, founder of the Urbana Neighborhood Connections Center (UNCC) in Urbana 
commented on the City'S role in helping to build the organization. UNCC is a grassroots 
organization, and a lot of time and effort was put into obtaining a facility to serve as a 
neighborhood center. At this time the UNCC only serves Urbana residents, but there is a need in 
Champaign for similar services. A space is now provided in the center for parents to access 
resources for their children. The center is quickly becoming a linkage and referral center 
because parents need additional resources to feed their children. The facility opened on January 
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19,2010 and has obtaining SOl(c)3 status. The organization has added on a Family Wellness 
Center as part of the building, which provides opportunities to discuss mental health issues and 
other important topics related to family health. The space also serves the community as a 
location to host meetings, and it is quickly becoming a community center. 

Mr. Sullivan brought up the community need for an integrated services portal for social service 
information, such as a '211' phone number. A community grant would be needed to support 
such a service. Bloomington has a "211" line, and while funding is difficult to obtain, at least 
the service is available. The issue needs to be put in the context of public services at the City of 
Urbana, the City of Champaign, etc to make it accessible to all residents. 

Reverend Troy A. Burks of the Champaign County branch of the NAACP noted that social 
services impact many people and urged the City to move forward in a manner that best serves the 
community in these difficult economic times. He encouraged the City to continue to do outreach 
and to seek to collaborate and strategically plan the upcoming year. 

Mr. Sullivan added that racial and sexual discrimination issues are even more prevalent in a 
strained economy. Mr. Sullivan also inquired on how to advocate to senators for additional 
funding. Rev. Burks noted that the City could take the initiative on informing the public of ways 
to lobby and engage the state and federal representatives that have an impact on the local 
community. 

Ms. Gonzalez provided information on the upcoming meeting schedule for the Urbana 
Community Development Commission as well as the Annual Action Process as a whole. Ms. 
Hartford announced that Grants Management Division will continue to accept written and e
mailed public comments on the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan. 

The meeting adjourned at 11 :01 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 
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PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CITY OF URBANA & URBANA .. 
URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM HOME·[!J 

FY 2011-2012 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
CIT Y 0 F CONSORTIUM
URBANA 10:00 AM, TUESDAY, JANUARY 4,2011 
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ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011-2012
 
PUBLIC HEARING
 

Tuesday, January 4, 2011,7:00 p.m. 
City of Urbana's Council Chambers 
400 South Vine Street, Urbana, IL 

Minutes 

Present: Jen Gonzalez and Connie Eldridge, Community Development Services Department; 
Reverend Doctor Eugene Barnes, Executive Director of Metanoia Centers; Matt Tumo. See 
attached sign-in sheet. 

Jen Gonzalez called the public hearing to order at 7:06 p.m. 

She announced the purpose of this public hearing was for the public to provide input on the 
proposed City of Urbana and Urbana HOME Consortium Annual Action Plan (AAP) for Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2011-2012. The AAP is the annual budget as part of the five-year Consolidated Plan 
FY 2010-2014. 

Notice of this public hearing was published on Wednesday, December 22,2010 in the 
Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, posted on the City of Urbana's website, announced in the 
City's newsletter, Neighborhood News, which was mailed to residents in the Community 
Development Target Area, and mailed and emailed to various social service agencies and 
interested citizens. 

Rev. Dr. Barnes commented about research on federal money from the recent federal stimulus. 
Despite the influx of millions of dollars, only eight jobs were created in Champaign County. He 
supports a Conununity Benefit Movement, where a broad community-based coalition confronts 
developers and is involved when public subsidies are used. Community benefits policies attach 
standards to all subsidized development. Living wage ordinances, local hiring requirements, and 
mixed-income housing requirements are examples of community benefits standards. A 
Community Benefit Agreement would be a binding agreement that is part of the RFP process for 
developers. This movement, which started in the United Kingdom, has spread and is easily 
customizable (see attachment 1). 

Ms. Gonzalez reviewed the regulations for Section 3 of the McKinney Vento Act, which requires 
hiring local lower-income persons. Rev. Dr. Barnes has worked with the cities and the 
University of Illinois on how to advance more contracts to minority and female contractors. 
There is a great disparity between the University's amount of contract funding and the highest 
dollar amount for minority contractors. There was discussion about good faith effort, prevailing 
wages, and the need for a trained workforce. 

Rev. Dr. Barnes also discussed modernizing the Conununity Reinvestment Act (CRA) (see 
attachment 2). He reviewed the history of the CRA, the original intent, and encouraged citizens 
to ask local lenders for their CRA report. He stated cities should not deal with banks that have 



failing CRA scores. The Community Reinvestment Group never rose above making loans to 
homeowners and does not really address larger topics. 

Concerning Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program (HOME) funds, Rev. Dr. Barnes wanted these funds to meet urunet needs in the 
community. Are present organizations meeting those needs, or do they need capacity building? 
Another priority would be sustainable jobs with living wages. He supported community-led 
economic development. While Metanoia's original focus was building affordable housing, it 
now focuses on predatory lending, foreclosures, credit counseling, summer youth employment 
training, and advancing children's savings accounts. 

Ms. Gonzalez gave a brief overview of the Annual Action Plan and discussed Tenant Based Rent 
Assistance. 

Matt Turino supported the above mentioned projects, such as community jobs programs. There 
was discussion on Ecological Construction Laboratory's current and past affordable housing 
projects. 

Ms. Gonzalez adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Attaclunent 1: Community Benefits - Practical Tools for Proactive Development 
Attaclunent 2: National People's Action - Modernizing the Community Reinvestment Act 
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A- H- tCL-h ~rv4- } 
Responding to the Challenges ofToday's Cities
 

Across the country, local elected and appointed officials are embracing the community benefits model 

of development. It provides new tools and new partnerships to help tackle the tough challenges 

facing urban communities. Concerns about quality of life and working poverty, coupled with dwindling 

federal funds, have put pressure on local governments 

to find new solutions while making every dollar count, 

Government investment in development must be 

leveraged in order to produce real, positive changes. 

Community benefits tools help public officials 

harness economic development to create more 

equitable and inclusive local economies, address 

poverty and unemployment, and spur neighborhoods' 

long-term vitality. 

A community benefits program makes local 

governments a powerful force for improving the lives 

of workers, families and their communities. 

"0111' elected lenders C/11l exert 

t1'£'lllenrlolls influence Oil 11 ci~y's 

ecollolllj(' l11id socinllll1ulsCllpcs, 

wlJicb m'e illexlric/~b(y li!lk(]d. 

Crel1ting I1n ecolloJlz.y tbl1t meets 

tbe· ret!l ?Jeed~ ofres!rlell/s ~'IJo/lld 

be fit tbe top ofthe,priol·i(ylist. 

for tmy city lefldn:" 

What You Need to Know About Community Benefits 

Quality economic development projects can transform 

local economies and create shared prosperity. With a 

community benefits approach to growth, development 

can create good jobs, revitalize underserved 

communities, increase tax revenues, and build on 

existing local assets. 

A community benefits approach includes a range of 

concrete tools. Community benefits agreements (CBAs) 

enhance individual projects, or apply standards to whole 

redevelopment areas that will affect many individual 

projects. Community benefits policies, like living wage 

and local hire regulations, lift thousands of workers and 

families out of poverty. Ultimately, local governments 

can institutionalize community benefits by routinely 

negotiating them as part of every development deal. 

Together, these instruments ensure that development 

lifts up workers and communities. 

Community benefits tools have been put to work across 

the country - in older, industrial regions in the Northeast 

and in burgeoning Western cities; in small and large cities; 

and in regions with slow and hot markets. 

Community benefits coalitions are pro-growth, 

recognizing that new development is critical for 

expanding prosperity. The community benefits model is 

smart business, enabling developers to use community 

input to create better projects and gain public support. 



Key Principles 

The community benefits approach is based on a few simple principles. 

•	 Lift all boats. When local governments make major public 

investments in private development projects, there should be 

clear and specific mechanisms for distributing the benefits of that 

investment throughout the community. 

• Address real needs through public participation. Meaningful 

public participation in development decisions ensures that new 

projects meet self-identified community needs. Community 

members should have a say in decisions that affect them, and 

development should enhance their quality of life. 

''Ifpublic money is put into a project, 

the resultingpublic benefit should be 

quantifiable. 1he purpose ofa CBA 

is to define what the public is getting 

out ofthe deal. Spelling the terms of 

the agreement out clearly is simply a 

principle ofgood negotiating. " 

-JEANNE FAATZ, 
Denver City Council 

•	 Establish clear expectations. The expected benefits from development projects should be clearly articulated 

and incorporated into all development documents. Writing down developers' and community members' 

responsibilities creates more public trust, allows for honest assessment of projects, and establishes legal standing 

to enforce developers' promises. 

•	 Create real accountability and ensure meaningful implementation. Local officials and developers should be 

held accountable for making sure development expectations are met. Under the community benefits model, 

monitoring and reporting on outcomes ensures that developers meet stated goals. Local governments and 

community leaders are empowered to impose consequences for non-compliance. 

"Ifthe community is left out ofthe development process, decisions end up beingjinancialones, 

and the true needs ofthe community are not met. Even when we're talking about basic needs 

- schools, day care, affordable housing, environmental issues - things that are beneficial 

to everyone in the city, developers simply look at them as costs. 1his is why the community 

MUST have a seat at the table. " 

-LORRI GALLOWAY, Anaheim City Council 



«Building supportfor a large, mixed-use project in a disadvantaged neighborhood is a real challenge. 

?he CBA we negotiatedfor the Hunters Point Shipyard provided crucial guarantees ofaffordable 

housing and localjobs, and showed a real commitment by the developer and the City to deliver the 

community benefits the neighborhood deserves. By bringing a coalition oflabor and community 

groups to the table, the CBA process built trust, support, and credibility for this vitalproject. " 

- GAVIN NEWSOM, Mayor ofSan Francisco 

Why the Community Benefits Model Works 

Community benefits tools maximize returns on Delivering community benefits is smart business.
 

local government investments. Development Development that responds to real community
 

incentives are not enough to create high quality jobs, needs inspires creative design, and attracts retail and
 

provide affordable housing, or spark community residential tenants, as well as a high-quality workforce.
 

renewal. Community benefits tools leverage public The CBA process allows developers to generate advance
 

investment to meet the needs that taxpayers have excitement for projects.
 

prioritized.
 
'~ Community benefits agreements hold developers 

Community benefits programs can transform 1 accountable for their promises. Community benefits 

regions through stronger, more equitable ~ 

economies. The community benefits model brings ~~ 
family-sustaining jobs to the urban core and private v 

investment into underserved areas, links development to 

transit, and contributes to a range of public services. 

Community benefits help generate public support 

for economic development projects. CBA advocates 

are pro-growth. The CBA negotiation process allows a 

broad cross-section of the community to weigh in on 

major developments. Once an agreement is achieved, 

the developer can feel confident that they have real 

community support the project, easing the approvals 

process for everyone. 

The community benefits model works for 

developers, too. Developers like practices that reduce 

the uncertainties of the development process, such as 

having local government's expectations articulated at 

the outset. Developers may initially balk at the prospect 

of community involvement, citing the need to satisfy 

their investors. But many community benefits -like 

a local hire program - add no additional costs and 

in fact add value to the end product. Developers who 

participate In a CBA negotiation often come away with 

an appreciation of how it improves the final project. 

tools are accountability mechanisms that specify 

measurable outcomes. CBAs impose consequences for 

failing to meet stated objectives (e.g., number of jobs 

created, or units of affordable housing built). 

Public input results In better projects that benefit 

the whole community. The CBA negotiation process 

allows a broad range of community concerns to be heard 

and addressed before projects are approved by the 

City. When residents'values are prioritized, the resulting 

project is welcome addition to their community. 

Community benefits are part of a smart growth 

agenda. A community benefits program can 

make development truly sustainable by ensuring 

environmental integrity, economic viability, and 

social equity. 

Voters support community benefits. Polls show 

voters believe the community benefits model of 

development improves cities. Wisely leveraging public 

resources links middle-class taxpayers' priorities to 

those of needy households. 



ommunity Benefits Agreements 

BA is a project-specific, negotiated agreement between a 

developer and a community coalition that outlines the project's 

contributions to the community. Covering a broad range of 

Issues, CBAs are legally binding and are commonly incorporated 

Into the City's developer agreements. 

Multi-Parcel Development Projects 

Local governments can proactively guide future growth 

by applying community benefits principles to large 

parcels of land slated for development. 

Community Benefits Standards 

Community benefits policies attach standards to all 

subsidized development. Living wage ordinances, 

local hiring requirements, and mixed-Income 

housing requirements are examples of community 

standards policies. These policies make the 

development process more predictable by 

making the community's expectations clear to all 

stakeholders and reducing the need to articulate 

community benefits on a per-project basis. 

Policies that Improve the 
Development and Planning Process 

Local governments can advance the community 

benefits approach to development by 

establishing policies that increase developer 

accountability and government transparency, 

and create better opportunities for community 

pa rticipation. 

?(Requiring developers to produce community 

impact reports that document projects' social 

and economic impacts is an example of this kind 

of community benefits policy. 

In ·tutionalized Community Benefits 

Local governments have the power to make every 

project that uses public resources a vehicle for shared 

prosperity. 

Local governments can build on a set of municipal 

policies that establish community benefits baselines 

by also negotiating project-specific agreements as 

part of every deal they make. 
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ENCOURAGE - but stay out of - private CBA negotiations. 

•	 DO tell developers you base your support for development projects on community support. Explain: "I listen to 

the community when deciding what to do. I believe this coalition represents the community, and I value their 

perspective on this project:' 

•	 DO insist that community benefits promises are written with concrete, measurable commitments. Developers always 

promise that their projects will create jobs and serve the community, but they are rarely held to those promises. 

•	 DON'T tell developers they must enter into a CBA with a particular community coalition in order to get your vote 

or have the project approved. Doing so can create serious legal and political complications. 

SUPPORT - but don't try to replace - the community. 

•	 DO incorporate appropriate developer commitments from private CBAs into public development agreements. CBAs should 

be negotiated with strong community participation. Once the agreement is signed, elements of it can be incorporated into 

public agreements between the developer and the local jurisdiction. Doing so strengthens the terms of the agreement. 

•	 DON'T pass legislation making CBAs required. This can create situations where developers create shell "community" 

groups and then sign CBAs with them to validate projects. These CBAs rarely include real, measurable, enforceable 

commitments, and they set a bad precedent. 

•	 DON'T support a single-issue agreement with a developer. Strong CBAs cover a wide variety of issues. Though they 

may designate funds for community uses, CBAs should not grant money to one given community group. Make sure 

CBAs in your region benefit the whole community. 

ESTABLISH TRANSPARENCY AND CONSISTENCY in how projects are evaluated and approved. 

•	 DO enact city-wide community benefits policies such as living wage, local hire, and mixed-income housing 

requirements.These policies raise the bar, but level the playing field by setting standards all development must meet. 

•	 DO make sure your redevelopment agency has clear, published criteria for judging development proposals. 

Your decision to support or oppose a project will be stronger and more defensible if the community is engaged 

in the process. 

•	 DO establish ownership or equity participation to ensure public involvement. When a local jurisdiction controls 

land or owns part of a project, you can ensure it will be developed according to community benefits principles. 

FOR M 0 REI N FOR M AT ION connect to the Community Benefits Leadership Network at the Partnership 

for Working Families: www.communitybenefits.org 

THE~vPARTNERSHIP 
for Working Familif's
 

2525 West Alameda Avenue I Denver, CO 80219 I www.communitybenefits.org
 



The Truth about Community Benefits 

The community benefits model poses a new way of thinking about development. Many leaders learning 

about this approach for the first time have serious questions that need real answers. Read on for the 

most common myths about the community benefits approach, and the facts you need to make this model 

work for your community. 

MYTH: Insisting on community benefits drives away development. 

Major projects with community benefits Fact: are being built across the country. 

Developers appreciate predictability in the development 

process. Knowing the City's and the community's 

expectations for a project at the outset makes it easier to put 

together a good deal. When CSA coalitions agree to support 

a development project, the developer and the City can feel 

confident that they have real community support, which 

minimizes the chances of surprises in public hearings over 

project approval. 

MYTH: Our City nevergives subsidies to developers, so we can't 
pursue (BAs. 

.Most cities use public resources toR'act. incentlvize development. 

Development subsidies come in many forms. They may be 

direct - such as low-interest loans, free or low-cost land, 

or infrastructure improvements, or indirect - in the form 

of sacrificed tax revenues or increased property values as a 

result of zoning changes or height variances. These subsidies 

represent a local government's assets. Community benefits 

help ensure that your investment yields positive returns 

for taxpayers. 

MYTH: It's not legal to ask developers to enter into (BAs. 

Local govemments and community Fact: coalitions do have the right to ask for 

community benefits when public resources are used, but 

elected officials should observe appropriate protocol. 

According to the Community Benefits Law Center,* you 

should not require a developer to enter into a CSA with a 

particular organization in order to have a project approved. 

But, when the local government puts resources into a project, 

it is perfectly legitimate for officials to: 

•	 Make clear that the degree of community support will be a 

factor in deciding whether to grant approvals for a project; 

•	 Require community benefits in the development agreement and 

other documents that are part ofthe land use approval process; 

•	 Inform the developer, government staff, and the public 

of factors that you will consider relevant in voting on 

discretionary approvals for the project; 

•	 Facilitate CSA negotiations between the developer and 

coalition members. 

MYTH: We shouldn't push for community benefits aroundjob 
standards because in our community, anyjob is a goodjob. 

.Low-wage jobs do little to improve quality Fact. of life for workers and families. 

Leveraging development to increase quality jobs, expand 

training opportunities, and provide health care benefits 

to employees improves opportunities for workers and can 

transform the local economy, especially in communities with 

high poverty. 



MYTH: CBAs end up costing the public more money. 

Many benefits commonly induded In CBAsR'ad: don't cost anything, such as local hiring. 

Developers often over-estimate the costs of other provisions. 

Research has shown that requiring a living wage, for example, 

has a minimal cost impact on the operations of retailers. Even 

in construction, labor makes up a small part of overall project 

costs, so increases in wages and benefits have a minimal 

impact on the bottom line. Moreover, many of these costs are 

offset by the time savings and quality improvements gained 

by using better trained and safer workers. Remember that the 

community benefits approach brings a greater return on the 

public's investment. Se sure to weigh the long-term benefits 

of raising up your community against up-front costs. 

MYTH: Citizens can commenton our City's development decisions, 

so we don't need CBAs. 

.CBAs make the community's values aR'ad. priority In new developmenL 

Communities rarely feel that they have sufficient input in 

development decisions.The CSA negotiation process includes 

workers and community members woo are often excluded. 

CBAs don't just enhance participation - they give community 

members standing to make sure developers' commitments are 

enforced. A CSA generates community buy-in to a project.This 

means not only public support for development approval, but 

ongoing involvement in the agreement's implementation and the 

project's success. 

MYTH: CBAs arejustpayoffs to keep special interestgroups quiet. 

Community coalitions are notFact: spedallnterestsl 

A true CSA results from negotiations between a broad coalition of 

community organizations and the developer ofa project. A high

quality CSA does not simply give money to one organization, though 

it may designate funds for specific programs or community services. 

Instead, a good CBA spells out clear, measurable outcomes that 

ensure the project benefits the community. 

MYTH: We don't need CBAs because the City already holds developers 

accountable in our developmentagreements. 

CBAsgiwtheClDRlllUlitythe pcMW'to monitorFact: and enforatdevelopers'mmmItments. 

Development agreements typically outline the subsidies the 

government will contribute to a project, and may include 

information about the developer's plans, but they are often 

amended time and again as projects change. Community 

members can't be sure their concerns get addressed in 

every version, and they don't have the power to enforce the 

development agreements themselves. CBAs spell out specific 

commitments from developers and the community. They are 

legally binding, and often inclUde problem-solving mechanisms 

and penalties for non-compliance. CBAs empower the 

community to help enforce community benefits promises. 

MYTH: Subsidizeddevelopment always haspasitive outcomes, so we 
don't need community benefits. 

R(/'I~. Incentives alone do not ensure real gains 

UL1/. for the community. 

A Connecticut study found that companies that received 

development subsidies produced only 47% of the jobs they 

promised to create, effectively costing the state an average of 

$54,271 per job." Developers expect their subsidy arrangements 

to be carefully documented. If the public invests in a project, 

the expected return on that investment should also be in a 

legally binding document. Community benefits ensure that 

public expenditures truly advance the community, rather than 

producing dead-end jobs that leave hard-working residents 

in poverty. 

THE~PARTNERSHIP 
for WL1rking Familie 

"For sources and more information, connect to the Community Benefits Leadership Network at The Partnership for Working Families: 
www.comunitybenefits.org. 

2525 West Alameda Avenue I Denver, CO 80219 I www.communitybenefits.org 



Community Benefits Network Leaders 

Across the country, local leaders are recognizing the exciting potential ofthe community benefits 

approach to development. Hear what a few of these leaders have to say, in their own words, about 

how community benefits enhance their work. 

Community benefits
 

are the cornerstone
 

of a proactive
 

development agenda.
 

"We are repositioning the CRAILA 

as an economic development 

agency for the city. Our community 

benefits program is delivering 

transformative, consistent new 

investment to areas of the city 

that had been left behind. The 

CRAILA is on a mission is to rebuild 

the middle cfass in Los Angeles, 

project by project, block by block, 

neighborhood by neighborhood." 

- Cecilia Esrolano 
ChiefExecurive Officer. Community Redevelopmenr 

Agency ofLos Angeles (CRA/LA) 

Community benefits 

maximize return on 

investment. 

"We need to leverage the city's 

assets for top value. We're the 

investors here, and we want to 

getour money's worth. Instead 

ofgiving away the store, we 

should leverage development 

projects to achieve larger goals." 

- Chris Nevitt 
City Council member. Denver. Colorodo 

CBAs create real 

accountability. 

"Without a CBA in place, we ran the 

risk of the developer making 

promises, then saying, 'sorry, but 

things have changed. ..' With a 

CBA, there are consequences if the 

developer doesn't come through." 

- Tonya Payne 
City Council member. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 



Community benefits 

are smart business. 

HWe knew that ifwe established 

clear, consistent requirements, 

developers would find ways 

to make it work. We've had no 

shortage ofproposals  and 

some have gone far above the 

required community benefits.H 

- Willie Johnson 
Couney Supervisor, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Community benefits 

negotiations make 

projects better. 

FOR MO RE IN FORMAT ION connect to the Community Benefits Leadership Network at the Partnership 

for Working Families: www.communitybenefits.org 

THE'lDitrPARTNERSHIP 
fr r Working Fdmilie:.
 

2525 West Alameda Avenue I Denver, CO 80219 I www.communitybenefits.org
 

Development can create 

real change. 

HI told developers, you can draw 

me prettypictures, but what floats 

my boat isn't gigantic buildings. 

I want to know how the project 

will integrate the needs of the 

poor, the underserved, the 

workforce. Talk to me when 

you've come up with something.' 

And you know what? Developers 

have been incredibly innovative. 

They've proposed including 

features like union hotels, 

apprenticeship programs, and 

affordable housing. This isn't a 

case ofme telling them what to 

include, butasking them to use 

their development to help solve 

aproblem, and they have." 

- Lo"i Galloway
 
Ciey Council member, Anaheim. California
 

':4n effective CBA process is a way 

to integrate the community's 

needs into the city's development 

process. Sitting down with folks 

allows you to learn what matters 

to them, and it can open the door 

to different solutions through 

discussion." 

- Jacky Morales-Ferrand
 
Assistant DirectorofHousing,
 
San Jose. Californio
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

connect to the Community 

Benefits Leadership Network at the 

Partnership for Working Families: 

www.communitybenefits.org 
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Proactive Development Tools for Every City 

Every city is unique, with different strengths, weaknesses, traditions, and goals. The community benefits 

approach to development includes a range oftools that local governments can tailor to suit the 

particular needs of their cities. 

Older 
Industrial 
Cities 

With over 16 million people and nearly 8.6 million jobs, older industrial cities remain a vital, 

if underutilized part of the U.s. economy. These cities often have distinctive historic buildings 

and parks, as well as charming, walkable neighborhoods that are attracting renewed interest in 

urban living. Some older industrial cities have retained the economic advantages of industrial 

Infrastructure, natural resources and transportation connections. However, many of these cities are 

attempting to rebound from periods of slow growth, declining tax bases, and concentrated poverty. 

How Community Benefits Can Help 
Community benefits can help older industrial cities reinvent themselves and build 

on existing assets. In many of these cities, officials are eager to use subsidies and 

other redevelopment tools to spur revitalization. By setting out clear expectations 

fOf development outcomes - including quality employment opportunities and 

meeting community needs - community benefits programs are a concrete way 

to measure the returns from investment of public resources. 

•	 The community benefits approach to development is pro-growth, and 

addresses developers' and employers' needs. For example, a first source/ local 

hiring system makes available a qualified pool of local workers. Similarly, 

community benefits can ensure that housing affordable to employers' 

workforces will be available nearby. 

•	 The community benefits model creates an efficient, transparent and 

effective development review process. By making the city's expectations 

clear to developers up front, community benefits helps streamline the 

approval process, decreasing costs to developers. 

EXAMPLES 

• Milwaukee instituted a standards-based 

RFP process for 16 acres of its Park East 

Redevelopment Corridor, favoring projects 

that will create construction training and 

apprenticeship opportunities, hire local 

reSidents, use green building principles, include 

affordable housing, and put disadvantaged 

businesses to work. 

• As a result ofa CBA negotiated with the 

Pittsburgh Penguins, Pittsburgh is creating 

a model first source referral center that 

will connect employers to qualified local 

applicants, make local residents aware ofnew 

job opportunities, and proVide them with job 

training and career counseling. 

fFast
~.Growing 

tities 

Many cities in the Southern and Southwestern U.s. are expanding at phenomenal rates. For example, 

Phoenix had the largest population increase of any U.S. city between 2005 and 2006. Atlanta also 

experienced one of the country's greatest population increases between 2000 and 2007, and for 

every 1% its population grew, the city grew geographically by 10%. These and other fast-growing 

cities are attractive lifestyle destinations that benefit from an influx of development investment and 

rising property values. However, without a history of checks and balances on growth, these cities risk 

outpacing their ability to maintain a high quality of life. New and eXisting residents may soon find 

that out-of-control growth creates a lack of services, low-quality jobs, and an imbalance between 

where people work and where they can afford to live. Fast-growing cities need to establish a clear vision of the future they want 

to create for their families and communities. 



How Community Benefits Can Help 
The community benefits model enables fast-growing cities to harness their enormous potential for development 

that lifts all boats. 

• A community benefits program sets out the city's expectations 

from developers, ensuring that growth allows residents and
 

officials to realize their long-term vision for the city.
 

•	 Community benefits policies can make sure that growth brings 

real opportunities for all city residents. Attaching job quality 

standards to construction jobs and opening apprenticeships 

ensures that fast-growing cities use their thriVing construction 

industry to set workers on a path to the middle class. 

•	 Calling for development to be transit-oriented and include 

affordable housing, green design and opportunities for locally

owned businesses to thrive ensures that new investment brings 

balanced growth and serves the community's longer-term needs. 

EXAMPLES 

• Atlanta attached community benefits standards to the city 

ordinance authorizing nearly $2 billion in public funding for the 

Beltline transit-oriented developmentproject, ensuring mixed

income housing development, local hiring, high qualityjobs, 

and protection from gentrification. 

• Orlando's billion-dollar Community Venues Project will 

adhere to the City's "Blueprint for Using Community Venues 

to Create a Sustainable Economic Impact" by following living 

wage and responsible contractor provisions, first source referral 

and local hiring practices, and providing funds for several new 

community centers. 

Hot 
Market 
Cities 

Cities with hot markets are well-established and typically enjoy an attractive combination of regional 

economic strength, natural amenities, and an influx of the "creative class:' Developers outdo each other 

with proposals to build newer, better, and brighter, but the needs of existing communities are at risk of 

being overlooked. Gentrification is a concern, as intense demand can cause the cost of living to rapidly 

outstrip workers' earnings. 

How Community Benefits Can Help 
Because of developers' strong interest, hot market cities have many opportunities to gain benefits for their communities. 

Many hot market cities already have a strong regulatory framework, and a community benefits program will add new tools 

to build on existing partnerships and 

proactively guide development. 

Community benefits are needed to 

make sure that new development 

advances the whole city by creating 

opportunities for existing residents. 

By instituting a community benefits 

program, cities with hot markets can 

ensure long-term gains from their 

current success. 

EXAMPLES 

Los Angeles' Construction Careers Policy requires contractors on subsidized projects 

to open union apprenticeships to local unemployed and hard-to-hire reSidents. Over the 

next five years, this program is expected to move 5,000 households into the middle class. 

The city is working on a similar policy that will require local hiring on the permanent 

jobs created by subsidized development projects. 

•	 Seattle's Dearborn Street CBA ensures that a major mixed-use project in the Little 

Saigon neighborhood will include affordable housing and support for local small 

businesses. 

• Denver's Gates Cherokee brownfield redevelopment project is a transit-oriented 

development that will include twice the amount ofaffordable housing the city required. 

FOR M 0 REI N FOR M AT ION connect to the Community Benefits Leadership Network at the Partnership 

for Working Families: www.communitybenefits.org 

THE~PA TNERSH P 
for Working Families
 

2525 West Alameda Avenue I Denver, CO 80219 I www.communitybenefits.org
 



r g	 0ry Benefi slng 

The lives of hundreds. of thousands of.workers and their families have been uplifted through community 

benefits programs since 2000. The wide range of benefits produced have had profound effects, enabling 

hard-working p ople to support their families, expanding badly-needed community services, cleaning the 

environment, and giving people a real voice in their future. 

The new partn rships between communities, local governments and developers created through 

community benefit s programs have generated enormous gains for communities across the nation. 

Expanding A . css to High-Quality 
Job Oppo iries 
Community benefits pi O~II <lITIS improve the quality of the 

jobs created by economiC development white ensuring those 

new jobs are accessible l0 local residents. Thanks to (BAs, 

thousands of new pem\i:lnf'f\l jobs in major development 

projects pay worker.s a hVIIHl wage. Local hire and firs: source 

referral programs ere ted by (BAs are giving local reSidents 

first crack at newly creat d Jobs and giving employers access to 

a qualified pool of applic<lnls. Community benefits also open 

doors to the middle class (or thousands of low-income people 

through construction appwnticeships and training programs. 

•	 Los Angeles: ConstrUCtllln Careers ~~liCY will cr~ate 5,000 

'ng wag 'J(lb opportumtleS for low-mcome 
new prevaIII .	 . 

rs of implementation. (local residents in its firs I \ve yea 
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local residentS.
 

Creating Housing for All 
Community benefits programs are ensuring that new residential 

construction brings housing opportunities for people with a 

wide range of incomes, especially low-income families. 

•	 Denver: Gates Cherokee CBA provides 150 (10% of the 

total) affordable units for sale and 200 very low-income 

rental units (20% of the total). 

•	 san Francisco: Bayview-Hunter's Point CBA contributes 

$27.3 million to a Community First Housing Fund that 

will assist qualified low-income local residents to purchase 

market-rate units via downpayment assistance. rent-to

own opportunities, and other mechanisms. 

•	 Atlanta: Beltline Project ordinance allocates 15% of each 
e - approxImatelyd . 

Tax Allocation District bon Issuanc .
 
for affordable housmg.
 

$120 ml\lion over 25 years
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Neighborhoods
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ProvidingAmenities to Underservtd Neighborhoods, continued 

1 " od Ec omk Development 

New Haven: Yale-New Haven Hospital CSA provides 

$1.2 million for housing and economic development 

in the area surrounding the hospital. 

Grocery 

o Pittsburgh: Hill District CBA makes $2 million available 

for the establishment of the neighborhood's first full

service grocery store. 

Subsidiz d Rent5 for Cummunity Non-Prolits t
o	 Seattle: Dearborn Street CSA offers community 

non-profit organizations below-market rents on 5,000 

square feet of space in the project, at a cost of $1 million 

to the developer. 

locally-Owned Retail 

San Jose: ClM Project CBA set aside retail space for 

eXisting small businesses. 30% of retailers will be 

locally-owned, and another 30% regionally-owned. 

Fair and Sustainable Business Climates 

Seattle: Dearborn Street CBA prohibits payday lenders "*'" 
and pawnshops from locating in the development. 

o	 Denver: Gates Cherokee CBA bans low-road big-box 

grocery stores. 

Environmental Justice 

Community benefits programs are improving families' 

health by cleaning and greening the environment and 

limiting the negative environmental side-effects of major 

development projects. 

Parks and Green Space 

Atlanta: Beltline Project ordinance will create 

about 1,700 acres of green space in the $2.8 billion 

Seltline project. 

Los Angeles: Grand Avenue CBA allocates $50 million 

to redevelop an eXisting shopping mall into a 16-acre 

public park. 

Traffic Mitigation and Parking 

o Seattle: Dearborn Street CSA allocates $200,000 to
 

mitigate traffic impacts.
 

Los Angeles: Staples Center CBA includes $125,000 to
 

create a residential parking permit program.
 

Pollution Mitigation 

Denver: Gates Cherokee CBA establishes the developer's 

participation and cooperation with a neighborhood 

Voluntary Cleanup Advisory Board that is monitoring the 

environmental cleanup of the site. 

Los Angeles: LAX CBA includes more than $8.5 million 

for an aircraft noise mitigation program, and will curb 

dangerous air pollutants by up to 90% by mandating 

retrolitting of on-site diesel vehicles. 

FOR M 0 REI N FOR M AT ION connect to the Community Benefits Leadership Network at the Partnership for Working Families: 
www.communltybenelits.org 

THE PART ERSHI 
for Working Famtlles
 

252S West Alameda Avenue I Denver, CO 80219 I www.communitybenefits.org
 



Using Develop ent to Lift Up Co • •
UllIUes 

With proactive guidance, new development can make lasting, positive contributions to your 

community. This table offers a menu of ideas for using a community benefits program to 

gain maximum returns from development. 

o Affordable units included in market-rate projects 

o Higher concentration of affordable units than required 

o A portion of affordable units designated for lower-income households 

o An affordable housing fund 

o A homeownership fund 

o Prevailing wages on construction jobs 

o Living wages and benefits on permanent jobs 

o Safer workplaces where workers have a voice 

o Responsible contractor standards 

o A first-source referral system and requirement that new employers try to hire from the system 

o Job opportunities for local residents 

o Job opportunities for hard-to-employ workers 

o Expanded construction apprenticeship opportunities 

o A fund for job training 

o Green building practices 

o Access to public transit 

o Parks and open space 

o Traffic management 

o Avoidance of heat islands 

o Mitigated noise and air pollution 

o LEED-certified new buildings 

o Incentives for private investment in distressed areas 

o Funding or space for the arts 

o Space for neighborhood retailers 

o Affordable child care 

o A health clinic 

o Youth programs and centers 

o Support for community non-profits 

For the texts of agreements that include these provisions, connect to the Community Benefits Leadership Network at the 

Partnership for Working Families: www.communitybenefits.org. 



ommunity Benefits Agreements 

CBA is a project-specific, negotiated agreement between a 

developer and a community coalition that outlines the project's 

contributions to the community and ensures community 

support for the project. Covering a broad range of issues, CBAs 

are legally binding and are commonly incorporated into the 

City's developer agreements. 

A community benefits program includes a range 

of tools that can be used alone or in combination 

to enhance and reinforce each other. 

Community Benefits Standards 

Community benefits policies attach standards to all 

subsidized development. Living wage ordinances, 

local hiring requirements, and mixed-income 

housing requirements are examples of community 

benefits standards. These policies make the 

development process more predictable by 

making the community's expectations clear to all 

stakeholders and reducing the need to articulate 

community benefits on a per-project basis. 

~PA T ERSHIP 
hr W rklng famili 

Multi-Parcel Development Standards 

Local governments can proactively guide future 

growth by applying community benefits principles 

to large parcels of land slated for development. If the 

land is government-owned, officials can incorporate 

community benefits into requests for proposals. 

Policies that Improve the 
Development and Planning Process 

Local governments can advance the community 

benefits approach to development by 

establishing policies that increase developer 

accountability and government transparency, as 

well as create better opportunities for community 

participation. 

Requiring developers to produce community 

impact reports that document projects' social 

and economic benefits and impacts is an example 

of this kind of community benefits policy. 

Institutionalized Community Benefits 

Local governments have the power to make every 

project that uses public resources a vehicle for 

shared prosperity. 

Local governments can build on a set of municipal 

policies that establish community benefits baselines 

by also negotiating project-specific agreements as 

part of every deal they make. 

2525 West Alameda Avenue I Denver, CO 80219 I www.communitybenefits.org 
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From: Gonzalez, Jennifer 
Sent: Wednesday, January 05, 2011 11:40 AM 
To: 
Subject: 

'Info@metanoiacenters.org'; Eldridge, Connie 
RE: Events - Financial Reform IAtlantic Philanthropies 

Thank you, Reverend! We really appreciated your thoughts at the hearing last night - you've given us much to think 
about. 

len 

From: Rev. Dr. Eugene Barnes [mailto:Info@metanoiacenters.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 05, 201111:39 AM 
To: Eldridge, Connie 
Cc: Gonzalez, Jennifer 
Subject: Events - Financial Reform I Atlantic Philanthropies 

http://www.atlanticphilantrlropies.org/atlantic-events-financial-reform 

Connie/Jen: 

Please find attachments pertaining to the upgrading of CRA (Community Reinvestment Act) as 
envisioned by NPA (National People's Action). We see these issues as critical in the redevelopment of 
our communities that have been ravaged by the insensitivity of Big Banks. Our "Hold Banks 
Accountable Campaigns" need be implemented within each of our respective communities to foster in 
change and local government needs assume a stance in assisting us in our endeavors to reign in the Big 
Banks. Our efforts in 1997 to make law both CRA and HMDA (Home Mortgage Disclosure Act) has 
been quite effective but we have seen how the major banks have continuously been able to fly under the 
radar ofCRA/HMDA. 

1 



Modernizing the Community Reinvestment Act 

A modernized Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) is the way to ensure that good, quality credit flows 
into all communities around the country. CRA can be the primary tool in repairing neighborhoods 
devastated by foreclosures and supporting small businesses that are key to our financial recovery. 

In 1977, Congress passed the Community Reinvestment Act at the urging of community groups. These 
groups, including NPA, used loan data made available by the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA), 
passed in 1975, to show that their neighborhoods were systematically left out of the mortgage and 
credit market. CRA was passed to end the practice of "redlining;" the denial of credit to minorities, low 
and moderate income people and communities that qualified for the loans, but that banks decided 
didn't deserve credit. The passages of CRA made banks lend everywhere deposits (our money) were 
taken. Trillions of dollars of good loans were made to qualified borrowers once left out of the credit 
market. Good loans and good credit helped to build healthy communities and neighborhoods all across 
America. 

The mortgage and financial industry have changed dramatically since 1977. When CRA was passed 
neighborhood banks made most mortgages. Now, mortgage companies and bank subsidiaries make 
many loans - over the phone, over the internet and miles away from any bank branch or office. CRA 
only covers banks that take deposits. CRA does not regulate mortgage companies and bank 
subsidiaries. 

Where and how mortgages are made are not the only changes to have taken place in the financial 
industry. The explosion of sub-prime lending has meant that neighborhoods, once starved of credit are 
now overrun with predatory credit. Predatory mortgage loans and payday lenders financed by banks 
have rushed in and are destroying lives and communities with toxic loans. Of all the sub-prime lending 
that's out there, a very small percentage comes from CRA regulated banks. Loans made under CRA 
loans continue to do well and do not have nearly the foreclosure rates of non-CRA regulated loans. 

If CRA had been modernized to cover all the institutions making loans and all the areas where loans are 
made, them, we may have avoided the huge mess of foreclosures, emptied pension funds and rampant 
unemployment that are a direct result of the mortgage melt-down. 

National People's Action recommends that the following updates to the Community Reinvestment Act 

1. Cover All Lenders and All Lending under the Community Reinvestment Act. 

2. Institute a Meaningful CRA Grading System with Real Consequences for Poor Performance 

3. Require that any Institution That Engages in Discriminatory Lending Receive an 
Unsatisfactory Rating 

3.	 Re-Involve the Community in the Community Reinvestment Act Through Open Hearings 
On CRA Ratings 

4. Consolidate and Simplify Reporting so Communities Can Easily Interpret CRA Exam 
Results 

National People's Action' 810 N. Milwaukee' Chicago, IL 60642· (312) 243-3035' (312) 243-7044 fax' www.npa-us.org 



Modernizing the Community Reinvestment Act 

A modernized Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) is the way to ensure that good, quality credit flows 
into all communities around the country. CRA can be the primary tool in repairing neighborhoods 
devastated by foreclosures and supporting small businesses that are key to our financial recovery. 

The data universe created by the passage of the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) in 1975 
allowed NPA to make the case for the Community Reinvestment Act that passed in 1977. The initial 
analysis of HMDA data showed that many banks were not lending in the areas where they accepted 
deposits, signaling racial and economic discrimination. CRA addressed these disparities by forcing banks 
to meet the credit needs of the communities they serve. Because of CRA, trillions of dollars of good 
loans were made to qualified borrowers in the past three decades. Good loans and good credit helped to 
build healthy communities and neighborhoods all across America. 

But in the past decade, CRA's effectiveness has been hampered. An evolving mortgage industry has left 
huge portions of the nation's lending not subject to CRA. A combination of weak regulatory enforcement 
and a systematic watering down of the law through regulatory changes has left much of the rest of the 
industry under-regulated. But, even with these handicaps, CRA has been effective. 
According to a report issued by the Federal Reserve Board of Dallas earlier this year 

" ...data ...suggest that the CRA prevented the subprime situation from being more 
severe."l 

NPA and others have been sounding the alarm for years about the dangers of predatory lending, 
banking deregulation, insufficient regulatory enforcement, and weakening CRA. Each of these factors 
contributed to the current economic crisis. Together they destabilized the housing market and caused 
its collapse. A modern, fairly applied CRA will go a long way to bringing fairness and stability back to 
the markets. 

NPA's proposal for modernizing the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) aims to increase transparency, 
accountability and stability in the financial system by modernizing the Community Reinvestment Act to 
address longstanding shortcomings in the execution of the law. 

NPA recommends that the following changes to the Community Reinvestment Act regulations be made: 

1. Make CRA Cover All Lending 
In the last 20 years the universe of lending has changed dramatically. The neighborhood banks that 
once provided most of the lending in this country have been relegated to a corner of the market. 

1 "The CRA and Subprime Lending: Discerning the Difference" Banking and Community Perspectives 

Issue 1,2009, Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
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Entities such as wholesale lenders, independent mortgage companies and mortgage company 
subsidiaries of huge Bank Holding Companies now make a bulk of the loans and investments but are 
almost completely unregulated by CRA. 

Institute a Bank Holding Company (SHe) Lending and Investment Test 
BHC's are the umbrella corporation for a host of financial services entities but they are not explicitly 
examined under CRA. Currently only a handful of the financial services that take place under their 
name are subject to CRA and, even when an affiliate or subsidiary is subject to CRA, the scope of 
activities that are covered is insufficient. The buck needs to stop at the top and the BHC must be 
examined for all the lending and investments that take place under its name. 

Require All Lenders, Their Affiliates and Subsidiaries to be Subject to CRA
 
The power of CRA to ensure fairness in capital markets has been eviscerated by policies that allow
 
institutions to include or exclude lending activities of affiliates of holding companies, creating ways for
 
lenders to hide subprime lending activity and unequal credit allocation. If holding companies channel
 
different loan products through different affiliates, as was the case with Citigroup, then any disparate
 
racial patterns associated with the segmented lending may be hidden. Since CRA rewards lenders for
 
the level of loans, an apparent fair distribution of loans in the merged data may mask, for example, the
 
channeling of prime loans to predominately white and higher income areas and the channeling of FHA
 
and subprime loans to minority and low-and moderate-income areas. Moreover, the CRA assessment
 
factors and grading should include not only the lending activities of affiliates and subsidiaries, but the
 
investment activities and servicing activities of the bank and all affiliates and subsidiaries.
 

Make Lender Assessment Areas Cover Where Loans are Beinq Made, Held as Investment, or Serviced
 
In the 1995 CRA regulatory revisions, the Fed and the other regulators actually permitted institutions to
 
draw their CRA assessment areas in any way they pleased as long as the regulator could be convinced
 
that it was a "reasonable" area for the institution to serve. In spite of some language about not
 
discriminating and not excluding low-and moderate-income areas, what was reasonable was ultimately
 
left to the subjective discretion of the examiner. We are recommending that the regulators retake
 
control of the assessment area delineation process. Institutions should be required to include in their
 
assessment area all areas in which they make (or hold in securities or service) 5% or more of the loans
 
in a community and/or requiring that the institution include all low- and moderate-income and minority
 
areas that fall within the area drawn from any of their offices to the farthest point presently included in
 
their service area (to prohibit skipping over minority and lower-income areas).
 

ReqUire Local Needs Assessments and Reinvestment Plan Report (or Goals)
 
In the past, when citizens and organizations have placed comments in the lender's CRA file, these were
 
reviewed as part of the factors related to the lender's assessment of credit needs. These comments,
 
challenges, and other activities prOVided community organizations and the general public with a vehicle
 
to define credit needs, propose the types of programs or loan products that could serve those needs,
 
and also identify operations of lending programs that needed modification. Eliminating the factors
 
related to assessing community credit needs cut the public out of the CRA examination and rating
 
process, and reduced the CRA to a private relationship between the lender and the regulator.
 

This valuable process of assessing the community needs must be re-established. Had this process been
 
in place in the past decade, the concerns so adamantly put forth by community groups about high risk
 
predatory loans and their consequences would have provided a warning to both the banks and the
 
regulators that could have shut down these unsound markets before they undermined our entire
 
economy. Therefore, the institution must prOVide a report that defines the credit needs of all of its
 
service areas in the country and lists the types of loans and services they will provide to meet these
 
needs (including the needs and opportunities for future economic recovery and growth). The report
 
should include a plan for the rehabilitation of communities suffering from concentrations of foreclosures
 
and for the support of affordable housing initiatives through the local rural or metropolitan area. The
 
report should include how the lender intends to provide sound credit services to those markets now
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served by payday lenders, title lenders, check cashing companies, etc. Reports should be made 
quarterly on the progress in meeting the goals defined in the above reports. 

2. Institute Meaningful Grading System with Real Consequences 
The present rating system is limited and arbitrary. Over half of the largest financial institutions receive 
an Outstanding rating and almost no financial institutions of any size gets less than a Satisfactory 
rating. For example, while under suit by the City of Baltimore for an appalling record of discriminatory 
practices, Wells Fargo NA has received a CRA rating of "Outstanding." Obviously, engaging in an 
entrenched pattern of credit disenfranchisement is hardly an "outstanding" way of meeting the credit 
needs of a community. CRA grades must reflect the real record of lenders, and regulators should have 
specific benchmarks against which to rate lenders' activities. 

For example, in 1995 when the regulations were revised, the Consumer Advisory Council to the Federal 
Reserve recommended that institutions that excluded minority areas from their service areas should 
receive an automatic failing rating. This recommendation should become one of the clear benchmarks 
in the grading process. 

End the Practice of Race-based Loan Denials and Race-based Loan Pricing 
For decades, lenders have been using race and other discriminatory practices as a basis for lending 
decisions. National studies reveal that in upper-income African-American neighborhoods, residents are 
one-and-a-half times more likely to have a subprime loan than persons in low-income white 
neighborhoods. Similarly, in neighborhoods where Hispanics comprise at least 80 percent of the 
population, residents were 1.5 times more likely to have a subprime mortgage loan than the national 
average rate. We are asking for equal credit allocation, equal credit opportunity, and an end to race
based denials and high costs based on race. 

We need to ensure that there is a level playing field for all people trying to access credit. In order to 
ensure this, the regulations need to assess whether lender are using race as a factor by grading their 
outcomes. Initially, one of the twelve assessment factors was "evidence of discrimination or other 
illegal credit practices." But slowly and deliberately, issues of racial and ethnic discrimination were 
removed from the CRA examination process. Today, the regulatory agencies do not include race or 
ethnicity in any of their tables for the lending test. All of their analyses are based entirely on various 
income ranges of borrowers or areas. While Regulators are instructed to 'keep an eye out' for violations 
of Fair Lending Laws, any findings made are dealt with outside of the CRA exam and not made public 

Include Credit Ouality in Lending and Investment Tests 
After the rampant deregulation of the past two decades, low-income and minority communities began 
to be flooded with an abundance of bad loans and bad options. Predatory lenders charge outrageous 
interest rates and fees for financial services in these neighborhoods due to the enduring lack of 
conventional lending sources. Instead of depository lending institutions, these communities are being 
served by payday lenders, title lenders, check cashing companies, etc. This has served to create two 
tiers of lending in the United States, with the people who can least afford it being the ones paying the 
most for financial services. 

Under current CRA regulations, a lender has the option of including or excluding this type of high cost 
lending from subsidiaries, creating the appearance of a robust lending presence in minority and low to 
moderate income areas when in reality the credit that is being made available is toxic. This cannot 
continue. With updated Home Mortgage Disclosure Act data~ the Federal Reserve Board, other 
regulators and community groups will be able to prove categorically the practice of funneling predatory, 
high cost credit to low-income and minority neighborhoods. Lenders should not be given points for 
providing toxic credit in place of good credit. A set of benchmark loan characteristics, including 
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reasonable debt-to-income ratios, allowable fees, interest rate caps and non-onerous credit standards 
should be instituted for regulators to gauge whether a loan is of good quality and in keeping with 
overall safety and soundness requirements. 

Investments that contribute to a two-tiered credit system should be penalized. For example, if a lender 
is investing in pay-day loan centers, they are directly harming the community and their CRA grade 
should reflect that. Conversely, efforts made to supplant high-cost credit should be rewarded with 
lenders receiving credit for investments in quality micro-lending by the institution or through targeted 
investments to non-profits and Community Development Financial Institutions. 

Require Consequences for the Poor Performance of Subsidiaries and Affiliates. 
If any affiliate lender or subsidiary of a BHC receives a failing CRA grade, the BHC would automatically 
receive a failing grade as well. BHe's should not able to avoid the negative effects of a financial failing 
subsidiary, nor should they be able to remain unaffected by the record of an affiliate or subsidiary that 
does not live up to its CRA obligations. 

Require Reinvestment Improvement Plans for Failing Institutions 
Any lender, be it BHC, bank or affiliated mortgage company that receives a CRA rating of Low 
Satisfactory or below should be required to complete a comprehensive reinvestment improvement plan 
with measurable goals that will guide their way forward to serving the quality credit needs of their 
communities. The regulator must approve the plan and community groups must have the opportunity 
to comment and challenge the plan through hearings. Once a plan is accepted, progress against the 
goals and programs set out in it will form the basis for any subsequent CRA exams with progress 
against the plan specifically measured ahead of any higher CRA grade is awarded. 

Include Foreclosure Prevention and Neighborhood Revitalization Efforts 
All lenders should be graded on their record of providing timely and effective foreclosure prevention 
services, including loan modifications, for all loans they or their affiliates or subsidiaries service. 
Failure to provide adequate work-outs should have a negative effect on the ratings of the BHC and the 
affiliates involved in loan servicing. 

Lenders also have a major part to play in cleaning up the mess they helped create in the current 
foreclosure crisis. Lenders must providing funds to acquire and rehabilitate the vast inventory of vacant 
properties left in the wake of their irresponsible lending. Both direct lending and investments in non
profits engaged in this type of community development should be rewarded through the exam process 
while failure to do so on a large enough scale should be penalized. 

3. Re-Involve the Community in the Community Reinvestment Act 
In the 1995 revisions to the CRA regulations, the regulatory agencies eliminated key aspects of the CRA 
enforcement, including any evaluation of how well the lending institution had assessed the community's 
credit needs. In essence, the regulatory agencies eliminated the role of the community and cut the 
public out of the job of ensuring good credit came to their neighborhoods. 

Require Public Hearings on Exams 
Since CRA was implemented, community-based organizations have been responsible for the creation of 
hundreds of Community Reinvestment Act agreements and programs. These 
include state-wide and local activities that created channels for good credit to reach communities and 
neighborhoods across America. These agreements are not defined in the CRA itself. They arose as part 
of the assessment of community credit needs and out of the active 
participation of the communities that the CRA was designed to serve. Often they evolved from the 
failure of the lending institution to take active steps to comply with the CRA and the failure of the 
regulatory agencies to enforce the Act. Since there is no 'right to private action' under the CRA, 
community groups and citizens working with a broad range of development organizations not only 
defined their credit needs but built the programs and capacity to meet those credit needs through the 
models provided by these formal CRA agreements. These agreements often arose from comments 
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placed in the CRA file, from direct contacts and negotiations with lenders, and from challenges and 
testimony at CRA hearings on banking. Even in this period of the mortgage meltdowns, many of these 
programs perform better than subprime, FHA, and prime loans. 

It has been these programs and the community insights and working partnerships with the banks that 
have provided the models for both reinvestment and the performance evaluations for sound lending and 
investments. Therefore, the exam process and the application process need to have a formal role for 
community input, comments, and challenges. 

Require Appeal Hearings on Grades 
Incredibly, no public CRA appeal process exists. Banks can challenge ratings that they feel are 
undeserved, but community groups cannot challenge inflated ratings. Community groups are the ones 
who really know about banks' performances. We all would benefit from a standardized and rigorous 
process that is open to the public. Claims of grade inflation should be included in a bank's public CRA 
file for the next CRA examination. 

4. Consolidate and Simplify Reporting 
In order for the new CRA to really be an effective tool for cleaning up the mess of the financial
 
meltdown and to be the first line of defense against future implosions, the public must have usable data
 
that is coordinated and standardized. CRA has resulted in billions of dollars of successful reinvestment
 
and in almost every case these investments were the result of a vigilant public and community that
 
challenged a financial institution to do better. The community cannot do its job without access to
 
usable data.
 

Coordinate Existing and Proposed Data Disclosures
 
There are a host of new, existing and proposed programs that aim to strengthen bank performance, fix
 
the fall-out from the mortgage crisis and mitigate the effects of the economic collapse and all of these
 
initiatives will and should produce performance data. It is imperative that this data not fall into a black

hole but be brought to light and made good use of. We are recommending that an independent
 
coordinator, housed in the Office of Management and Budget, be charged with coordinating the release
 
and formatting for data that emerges from such programs as the Troubled Asset Relief Program, the
 
Home for Homeowners initiative, the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act and CRA.
 

Make All CRA Lending and Servicing Test Data Publicly Available
 
In order for the newly proposed lending tests to be effective, community groups and the public at large
 
must have access to lending test results to discern the players and their impact on local neighborhoods.
 
These results should be published in a usable format for all regulated banks, their servicers,
 
subsidiaries and affiliates.
 

We recommend that the Federal Reserve work internally to produce complete and usable reports and
 
advocate for the creation of a data coordinator by writing a letter to the White House supporting the
 
creation of this position.
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ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011-2012
 
PUBLIC HEARING
 

Wednesday, January 5, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
Washington Early Childhood School Library 

1102 North Broadway Avenue 

Minutes 

Present: Kelly Hartford and Connie Eldridge, Community Development Services 
Department. 

Others Present: None. 

Kelly Hartford called the public hearing to order at 7: I0 p.m. 

She announced the purpose of this public hearing was for the public to provide input on 
the proposed City of Urbana and Urbana HOME Consortium Annual Action Plan (AAP) 
for Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-2012. The AAP is the annual budget as part of the five-year 
Consolidated Plan FY 2010-2014. 

Notice ofthis public hearing was published on Wednesday, December 22,2010 in the 
Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, posted on the City ofUrbana's website, announced in 
the City's newsletter, Neighborhood News, which was mailed to residents in the 
Community Development Target Area, and mailed and emailed to various social service 
agencies and interested citizens. 

Seeing there were no public comments, Kelly Hartford closed the public hearing at 7:40 
p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 



URBANA I
[!J NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING FOR THE CITY OF URBANA & URBANA. 

URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM HOME 
FY 2011-2012 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN CONSORTIUM7 PM, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5,2011 

WASHINGTON EARLY CHILDHOOD SCHOOL LIBRARY, 1102 N. Broadway Avenue, Urbana 
SIGN-IN SHEET 

NAME ADDRESS PHONE ORGANIZATION 
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ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011-2012
 
PUBLIC HEARING
 

Thursday, January 6,2011,7:00 p.m.
 
King School Library
 

1108 West Fairview Avenue, Urbana
 

Minutes
 

Present: Randy Burgett and Kelly Ha11ford, Community Development Services 
Department. 

Others Present: Sean Treat, Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 

Randy Burgett called the public hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. 

He announced the purpose of this public hearing was for the public to provide input on 
the proposed City of Urbana and Urbana HOME Consortium Annual Action Plan (AAP) 
for Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-2012. The AAP is the annual budget as part of the five-year 
Consolidated Plan FY 2010-2014. 

Notice of this public hearing was published on Wednesday, December 22,2010 in the 
Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, posted on the City of Urbana's website, announced in 
the City's newsletter, Neighborhood News, which was mailed to residents in the 
Community Development Target Area, and mailed and emailed to various social service 
agencies and interested citizens. 

Seeing there were no public comments, Randy Burgett closed the public hearing at 8:00 
p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 



NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING FOR THE CITY OF URBANA & URBANA. 
URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM HOME [J] 

FY 2011-2012 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
CITY OF CONSORTIUM7 PM, THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2011 

KING SCHOOL LIBRARY, 1108 West Fairview Avenue, Urbana - SIGN-IN SHEET 

PHONE ORGANIZATION 
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sas and likely ending near
ly a decade-long struggle to 
replace its fleet of Eisenhower
era tanker aircraft. 

"What we can tell you was 
that Boeing was a clear win
ner," Deputy Defense Sec

.retary William Lynn said in 
announcing the decision at the 
Pentagon. 

The decision was a surprise 
as defense analysts and even 
some lawmakers bad expected. 
European Aeronautic Defence 
and Space Co. to capture the 
contract. It was 8 blow to Ala
bama, which bad been count
ing on EADS to assemble ·the 
aircraft .at a long-shuttered 
military base in Mobile. 

Production will occur in 
Everett, Wash., Wichita, Kan., 

lIVC1· II:: ucw:;. 

"I'm in the middle of a bliz
zard, but it's all blue skies," 
Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., said. 

Replacing the 1950s-era KC
135 planes - the equivalent of 
a flying gas station - is cru
cial for the military. 

Pilots who weren't even 
born when the last KC-135 was 
delivered in 1965 are operat· 
ing air tankers that the Pen
tagon is struggling to keep in 
Dying shape. 

The refoeling tankers allow 
jet fighters, supply planes and 
other airCraft to cover long 
distances, critical today with 
fewer overseas bases and with 
operations under way far from 
the United States in places like 
Iraq and Mghallistan. 

The $35 billion contract calls 

UU It "':lUU UW:J.UII uelll. U Ultl Ul 

Air Force decides to purchase se 
more aircraft. ta 

Through the years, the Air til 
Force's efforts to award the 
contract have been undone so 
by Pentagon bungling and the liE 
criminal conviction of a top TI 
Defense Department official. m 

Initially, the Air Force in 
planned to lease and buy Boe th 
ing planes to serve as tankers, do 
but that fell through. The Air 
Force later awarded a con ha 
tract to Northrop' Grumman ad 
Corp. and EADS, but i.n 2008 sil 
the Govemment Accountabil ha 
ity Office upheld Boeing's pro bo 
test of the contract. to 

The GAO said it found ·"a tho 
number of significant errors" GI 
in the Air Force's decision, tOI 

including its failure to fairly ca 

NURSING CARE 

reaches deal in Blue Cross HI e S
 
SPRINGFIELD {AP)  Officials say the compa ny's actions cost the state and de 

health insurance provider bas . ny used stricter, undisclosed ,federal governmentn~ly~12 ab 
agreed to pay $25 million over guidelines to decide what million in Medicaid expenses. 
allegations it improperly denied would be appl'ov:ed and also B1ue Cross 'Blue Shleld isn't 
benefits to Dlinois customers. told policyholders that chil admitting any misconduct, but 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of dren were not aovered for pri it will pay Dlinois $14.25 mil
illinois was accused of deny vate duty nursing. lion and the US. 'Freasury $9.5 
ing nursing care for children Attomey General Lisa Madi million. 1t will also pay 1.25 
-and others. gan said Thursday the campa million to consumerswho were 

(INOTICE OF AVAlLABILITY FOR PUBLIC REVIEW & COMMENT UR_. 
. CITY OF URBANA & URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM HOME 

DRAFT ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011·2012 cOlsomu. 
~T_Y._Ql 

ll.liliANA PUBLIC HEARING AT 7 PM, TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2011
 
URBANA CITY BUILDINGJ 400 S. VINE ST, URBANA
 

Copies of the Draft FY 2011-2012 Annual Action Plan will be avallable for review to the general public between
 
Friday, February 25, 2011 and Tuesday. March 29. 2011 at the following locations:
 

• 400 South Vine Street, Urbana - City Clerk's Office, & Grants Management Division Office 

.• 201 South Race Street, Urbana- Urbana Free library 

• www.urbanallllnols.ul - On the City of Urbana's website 

A public hearing wm be held on Tuesday, March 29, 2011 at 7 p.m. in the Urbana City Building to receive comments 
and suggestions on the Draft FY 2011-2012 Annual Action. Plan. Persons with dlsabilities needing services for this 
hearing should contact Grants Management Division aL384-2447 (TOO 384-2560) or the City's Americans With 
Disabilities Act Coordinator at 384-2466 

The Annual Action Plan is the City of Urbana's bUdget for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Programs. 
The plarl also.includes budgets for HOME Programs by the Cities of Champaign and Urbana: and Champaign 
County, which make up the Urbana HOME Consortium. For additional infonnation, contact the City of Urbana, 
Grants Management Division, at 384-2447 or a-mail John,Schneider at jaschneider@urbanaillinois.us. 10602II8 
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City of Urbana 
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Draft FY 2011-2012 Annual Action Plan Available & Public H aring 

Date: March 29, 2011 - 7:00pm 

Copies of the Draft FY 2011-2012 Annual Action Plan are available for review from February 25, 2. 11 through March 29, 2011. 

A public hearing "'ill be held on Tuesday, Mar b 29, 201.1 at 7:00 pm in the Urbana City Council bambers to receive comments 

and suggestions. 

The Annual Action Plan is the City of Urbana's budget for Community Developm nt Block rant ( DBG) Programs. The Plan also 

includes budgets for HOME Programs by the Cities of Champaign and Urbana, and Champaign County, which make up the Urbana 

HOME Consortium. 

Submit written comments to the City of Urbana, Grants Management Division, 4 0 S. ine St, Urban ,IL 61801 or by email to John 

Schneider atjaschneider@urbanaillinois.us befor~ the close of business on Tuesday, March 29, 2011. 

Type File Size 

Draft FY 2011-2012 A nnual Action Plan l.MB 

·f Notice ofAvailability for Public Review & Comment & Notice ofPublic Hearing 179KB 

Contact Reference: 
John Schneider jaschneider@urbanaillinois.us (217) 384-2441 

Kelly Hartford kshartford@urbanaillinois.us (217) 328-8263 

Jen Gonzalezjmgonzalez@urbanaillinois.us (217) 384-233.5 
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CITY OF URBANA & URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM
 
ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FY 2011-2012
 

PUBLIC HEARING
 

Tuesday, March 29,2011,7:00 p.m.
 
City Council Chambers
 

400 S. Vine Street, Urbana, IL
 

Minutes
 

Present: 

•	 Conununity Development Conunission: Acting Chairperson Anne Silvis, Janice 
Bengtson, Chris Diana, George Francis, Jerry Moreland, Brad Roof, Dennis Vidoni 

•	 City of Urbana Grants Management Division: John Schneider, Connie Eldridge, Jennifer 
Gonzalez, Kelly Hartford 

•	 John Sullivan and Andy Harmon, Center for Women in Transition; Shireen Schrock, 
Planned Parenthood of Illinois; Stephanie Bond and Candice Sloan, Main Street 
Properties 

The Community Development Commission and Grants Management Division staff were 
prepared to receive interested citizens at 7:00 p.m. 

Acting Chairperson Silvis called the public hearing to order at 7:08 p.m. She stated the purpose 
of this public hearing was to receive input on the proposed City of Urbana and Urbana HOME 
Annual Action Plan (AAP) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-2012. Notice of the public hearing was 
published on Wednesday, December 22,2010 in the Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette, posted 
on the City of Urbana's website, and mailed and emailed to various social service agencies and 
interested citizens. 

Seeing there were no comments, Acting Chairperson Silvis adjourned the public hearing at 7:09 
p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 



PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CITY OF URBANA AND URBANA HOME CONSORTIUM 
7:00 PM, TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2011, URBANA COUNCIL CHAMBERS -- SIGN-IN SHEET 

•	 MINOR CDBG AMENDMENT FY 10-11 - Center for Women in Transition - Domestic
 
Violence Program (Project 1011-AAP-01)
 

•	 PROPOSED FY 2011-2012 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
•	 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING TO FOLLOW 

NAME ADDRESS	 PHONE ORGANIZATION 
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you about the case, and gives 
you the chance to respond, 
A served summons gives the 
judicial system jurisdiction 
over you, and the power to 
affect your rights. 

A summons invites you to 
come to court. It does not 
require you to come. If you 
decline the invitation, and 
don't show up, you "lose" by 
default. The other side gets 

origi~~r~motmt -cl8im~a wa 
incorrect or incomplete. If 
you show up in court, and the 
other side wants to increase 
the claimed amount, they'll 
usually be allowed to "amend" 
their complaint to the 

. incJ;'eased amount. 
By being there in ourt, 

you're told directly wbat's 
going on, which is considered 
enough due process of law to 

Beside. saving you a,trip 
to court, iben, a default judg- , ' 
ment can sometimes have oth
er adv.antages. 

John Row is a lawyer with 
Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance 
Foundation. You am send your 
questions to The Law QIA. 302 
N. First St, Champaign. IL 61820. 
Questions may be edited for 
space. 

BUSINESS U5nNGS 
These applications for 

assumed business names were 
recently flied at the Champaign 
County clerk's office: 

Ads 2 Go, 1606 W. White St., 
C, by Skyler Tinsman, same 
address. 

African Diaspora - AD, 1301 

Cobblestone Way, C, byJack
son Mambo, same address. 

Aveencina Scents, 2412 
Prairie Green Drive, Apt. C, 
U, by Fatima Johnson, same 
address. 

EDC Innovations, P.O. Box 
7256, C, by Janet and Matthew 

Skaj, 3114 Valerie Drive, C. 
Fatima's Cleaning Services, 

2412 Prairie Green Drive, Apt. 
C, U, by Fatima Johnson, same 
address. 

Strictly Neat. 1111 W. Charles 
St., C, by Adam Jenkins, same 
address. 

[I
 CITY OF URBANA & CUNNINGHAM TOWNSHIP
 
CONSOUDATED SOCIAL SERVICE FUNDING APPLICATIONS 

. AVAILABLE MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2011 
b~	 .DUE 4:00 PM, FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 2011 

Non-proflt organizations seeking funds to operate social service programs benefiting Urbana residents 
may apply to the Consolidated Social Service Funding (CSSF) Pool. Funds may be used for both services 
to clients and program operating costs. Last year (l=Y 2010-2011), the City of Urbana and Cunningham 
Township jointly provided $317,760 In so~ial service funding in support of 41 local programs. Applica
tions Will be available Monday, March 7.2011 at the following locations: 

•	 City of Urbana, Community • Cunningham Township • On the City of
 
Development Services Supervisor.. Office Urbana's website at:
 
400 South Vine Street, Urbana . 205 West Green street, Urbana www.urbanalllinois.us
 

All applicants are required to attend a Mandatol}' Trainlng Session: 
• Thursday, March 10,2011 at Noon OR 5:30 p.m. in Urbana City Council Chambers 

Completed applications-are due by 4:00 pm. Friday, April 8, 2011: 

• City of Urbana, Community Development Services, 400 South Vine Street, Urbana,lL 61801 I 
For more information, contact Kelly Hartford at 328-8263 or kshartford@urbanafl/inols.us. 

Champaign CountY Real Estate Tran! 
City 
Addre" 
8ul'1lCFuII Name 
Seller_Full Name 

Champaign 
5t EChalmers SI 
SmilhTrusl 
Michlll!l J Mcmonlaal 

llalnl Josep/l 
706 Hrhel St 
Chad A Post 
JoMWFIlnk 

Champaign 
3914 Rockdale Dr 
John 1111 Blackstock 
Christopher M Kong 

Champaign 
701 S RandolphSt 
Anthony ABruno 
Ralph GmelSSnar 

Champalon 
4013 Tallgrass Dr 
Daniel A-Sauer 
Marlt Sllldlnoer 

Purchne Price 
Deed dale 

$135,000 
02/16111 

$92.000 
02117111 

$160,000 
Will'" 

S90,000 
02I22ltl 

$257.000 
. 02/22111 

Champaign 
1601 Ridge Rd' 
McmonlgaJ Trust 
Will Trust 
$145,000 
02116111 

Champaign 
4104 Raybum CI 
David A Dixon Sr 
Fllst National Bank Ogden 
$214,500 
02117111 

Champajgll 
610 Krebs1lr 
Amelican Inlsmall Relocation 
Rhona CBranch 
$118,500 
02117/11 

Champaign 
909 Wesrtmld 01 
JeflllY L Bllllr 
PalllGk HMoore 
$97,500 
02122/11 

Saint Joseph 
170B EGrand Ave 
Sieve AMyers 
Axel Mueller 
5225.000 
02/22111 

Saint JoSeph 
,,10EGrandAve 
Gary SCrnwlord 
Robart A Smeathers 
$215,000 
02122111 
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Home s Fund Appllcattln T 

Consolidated Social Service Fund Application Training 

Date: March 10, 2011 - 12:00pm - 530pm 

All applicants for Consolidated SocIal SeMce Funding must attend one of the Techmcal Assistance Training seSSions In the Urbana City Council 
Chambers 

• Noon, Thursday, March 10, 2011 
• 5:30 PM, Thursday March 10.2011 

Type File Siz.e 

[] Consolidated Social Service Fundannouncemenl 1791<8 

Contact Reference: 
Kelly Hartford ksharUord@urbanallhnois us (217) 328-8263 
John Schneider laschnelder@Urbanailllnois us (217) 384-2441 

Print 
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Home IS lOllS 

Consolidated Social Service Fund Applications Available 

Date: April 8, 2011 - 4 OOam - 4:00pm 

Applications available Monday, March 7, 2011 

Applications DUE Friday, April 8, 2011 

Nonprofit organiZations seeking funds to operate social service programs benefitting Urbana residents may apply 10 the Consolidated Social Service 
Funding (CSSF) pool Funds may be used for bolh services to clients and program operating costs For Fiscal Year 2010-2011 the City of Urbana 
and Cunningham Township jointly provided $317 760 in social service funds in support of over 41 local programs 

Applic~tions will be available Monday, March 7, 2011 at the following locations: 

• City of Urbana. Community Development Services, 400 S Vine st, Urbana 
• Cunningham Township SUperviSOr'S Office, 205 W Green SI, Urbana 
• On the City's website at www.urtlanaillinois us 

All applicants are required to attend one of the Technical Assistance Tranining sessions in the Urbana City Council Ch.ambers on 
Thursday, March 10, 2011 at NOON or 5:30 pm. 

Completed applications are DUE by 4:00 pm on Friday, April 8,2011 at the City of Urbana, Community Development Services, 400 S. 
Vine Street, Urbana. 

Type File SlZll 

9J 2011-2012 Consolidated SoCial Service Funding announcement 179KB 

Contact Reference:
 
Kelly Hartford kshart1ord@urbanaillinois us (217) 328-8263
 
John SchneIder jasChnelder@urbanaiJlinOls us (217) 384-24 
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