
 

              DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 Building Safety Division 
 

400 South Vine Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 

(217) 384-2443 
July 2010 
 
RE: Rental Registration and Inspection Program, City of Urbana, Illinois 
 
Dear Rental Property Owner: 
 
The City of Urbana includes over 10,000 rental units, comprising almost two-thirds of our housing stock.  As a 
rental property owner, you are aware of the special responsibilities that landlords hold in terms of ensuring the 
safety, health, and welfare of the rental residents.  This is a responsibility that is shared by the City of Urbana.  
Proper maintenance and management of rental housing is also critical to maintaining neighborhood character 
and improving the quality of life for all Urbana residents. 
 
After an extensive public review and hearing process, the City of Urbana adopted a Rental Registration and 
Inspection Program.  The purposes of the program are to help ensure a safer rental housing stock, protect 
property values, and improve accountability of rental units.  Residents throughout the City lobbied hard for such a 
program for many years.  In fact, Urbana-Champaign has been the only city of any size in central Illinois that 
does not have such a program.  The program was developed with the assistance of the Mayor’s Neighborhood 
Safety Task Force and was based upon a careful review of similar programs in other communities.  The Task 
Force includes representation by all of the City’s neighborhoods, as well as by local rental property owners, 
managers, and other experts. 
 
The program requires the annual registration and payment of a fee for all rental properties in the City, including 
single-family, duplex, and multi-family housing.  It also extends to rental properties where the owner is still an 
occupant, such as room rentals and temporary leases.  Under the program, the City has a goal of completing 
inspections of all rental properties within a three- to five-year cycle.  The timing of inspection will depend upon a 
number of factors which are outlined in the Ordinance.  Once inspected, your property will be assigned a 
classification that will help to determine frequency of future inspections. 
 
With this letter, we are enclosing a copy of the adopted Ordinances containing the program description and 
established fees and other supplementary materials. These are also available for viewing at 
www.urbanaillinois.us/rrp.  Please take a moment to review these materials.  Our Housing Inspectors are 
available to answer any questions you may have about this program.  They may be reached at 384-2443. 
 
We thank you in advance for your cooperation.    
 
      Sincerely, 

       
      Gordon R. Skinner, Building Safety Division Manager 
 
 
Attachments: 
Rental Property Addendum Form 
Rental Registration Frequently Asked Questions 
List of Common Code Violations to Avoid 
Landlord Key Tracking Tips 
Building and Unit Security Plan 
Landlord/Tenant Ordinance Summary 


