
 
 

 URBANA CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

 

 
Page 1 of 4 

 

  
DATE:  Monday, February 4, 2019 
TIME:   7:00 P.M. 
PLACE: Urbana City Council Chambers, 400 S. Vine St, Urbana, IL 61801 

 
The City Council of the City of Urbana, Illinois, met in regular session February 4, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers at the Urbana City Building.   

ELECTED OFFICIALS PHYSICALLY PRESENT: City Council Members (CM) Maryalice Wu 

(Ward 1); Eric Jakobsson (Ward 2); Shirese Hursey (Ward 3); Bill Brown (Ward 4); Dennis Roberts 

(Ward 5); Dean Hazen (Ward 6); Diane Wolfe Marlin (Mayor); Charles A. Smyth (City Clerk) 

ELECTED OFFICIALS PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE: Jared Miller (Ward 7) 

ELECTED OFFICIALS ABSENT: None 

STAFF PRESENT: Carol Mitten; Joel Sanders; John Schneider; Lorrie Pearson; Jim Simon; Sanford 
Hess; Jake Schumacher; Jason Liggett 

OTHERS PRESENT: News-Gazette; Elderess Melinda Carr; Kimberly Hansen; Jeff Kanable 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 There being a quorum present, Mayor Marlin called the meeting of the Urbana City Council to 
order at 7:50 p.m. following a meeting of the Cunningham Township Board. 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 City Council Member (CM) Roberts made a motion to approve minutes from the Jan. 22, 2019 
 Special Meeting, Regular Meeting, and Public Hearing, seconded by CM Jakobsson, and passed 
 by unanimous voice vote. 

C. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA  

There were no additions.  

D. PUBLIC INPUT 

 Elderess Melinda Carr did not wish to speak but asked that her continued concerns about Dr. 
Ellis subdivision sewer issues, equity and historic impact be entered into the record.  

E. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 There was none. 

F.   REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

1. Committee Of The Whole – (Council Member Dennis Roberts)  

a. Ordinance No. 2019-01-012:  An Ordinance Vacating Portions of Certain Streets 
(Orchard Street between Church Street and University Avenue and Park Street 
between Orchard Street and McCullough Street) 

For the committee, CM Roberts moved approval of Ordinance 2019-01-012 noting a 
technical change to reflect a vote by the corporate authorities, seconded by CM Brown. 
With no further discussion, the motion passed (8-0): Brown – Aye; Hazen – Aye; Hursey – 
Aye; Jakobsson – Aye; Miller – Aye; Roberts – Aye; Wu – Aye; Mayor Marlin – Aye. 
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b. Resolution No. 2019-01-002R:  A Resolution Regarding the Release of Certain 
Closed Session Meeting Minutes and Approving the Destruction of Certain Verbatim 
Records of Closed Session Meetings (for the period ending January 31, 2019) 

For the committee, CM Roberts moved approval of Resolution 2019-01-002R, seconded by 
CM Jakobsson. With no discussion, the motion passed (7-0): Brown – Aye; Hazen – Aye; 
Hursey – Aye; Jakobsson – Aye; Miller – Aye; Roberts – Aye; Wu – Aye 

G. REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 There were none. 

H.    REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

UPTV Staff Report: City Administrator Mitten framed the presentation in the context of the city’s 
financial forecast and structural budget deficit. She noted that there are rising costs associated with 
UPTV activities and no capacity to absorb those, and this report is an exploration of alternatives for 
delivering Public Access services. Sanford Hess, IT director, oversees UPTV and spoke to the staff 
memo noting that Jason Liggett would do the presentation. He said that the memo outlines the strategy 
that has been discussed: Jake Schumacher will be retiring and moving to part time as program 
coordinator, Jason Liggett will be the operational manager for the interim, and a future organizational 
structure will be determined going forward.  

Mr. Liggett’s presentation reviewed the three programs and services of UPTV: Government, Education, 
and Public Access.  He described the support for City meetings (14 council, board and committee 
meetings monthly) and other government bodies, associated costs and part time staff, and video 
production including informational videos for the city departments such as the police, All about U, 
features on artists and so on. UPTV also provides production services and some  audio visual (AV) 
support to other governmental bodies such as the Park District, School District, and Urbana Free 
Library. Educationally, UPTV works with the school district journalism students on weekly sporting 
events and as part of the Board of Education broadcast team, after school SPLASH programs, and 
Urbana Park District summer camps. Public Access is the third service providing training, cameras and 
audio equipment as well as a studio. Local members are not charged for use of equipment. Mr. Liggett 
reviewed the Schedule of Fees and funding sources (memberships, underwriting sponsorships, and cable 
fees) showing that revenues are decreasing even as costs increase. He stated that as this is not a 
sustainable service, they are researching the possibility of launching a fifth (Public, Educational and 
Governmental) PEG channel that Public Access would move to and be independent of the city. This is 
the first action by UPTV in following the city’s footstep for creating a foundation for the future. 
Questions from Council followed.  

CM Brown asked about the role of the UPTV Commission, with Mr. Liggett noting that they will be 
looking at this at the next commission meeting. They will be integral, as they represent a number of the 
governmental bodies that UPTV works with. He noted that financially they are not reimbursed by 
Urbana Park District or School District 116 for services, but the coverage provided is a valued 
community service. Champaign County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) does pay for its AV 
support. He noted discussions about an intergovernmental agreement with these organizations similar 
to that with CCRPC. Mr. Liggett also noted that his presentation numbers are the fully burdened costs.  

CM Hursey asked for more explanation of the fifth channel proposal. Mr. Liggett explained that the 
1995 cable agreement allowed use of city right-of-way and through the agreement we collect fees and 
funds receiving four PEG channels for UI7, Champaign, Urbana, and Parkland. The City of Urbana 
ultimately provided public access for the community. In 2010, the renegotiation of the cable franchise 
included the option of launching a fifth channel, but that any costs to run fiber or make fiber feeds 
would be the city’s expense. Mr. Liggett noted that the head end can be at one of the two current 
addresses assuming certain donations of equipment and would cost about $5K. Donation is a common 
practice and used city equipment has been passed to the police department and District 116 schools. Mr. 
Liggett explained that city would drop to education and government programming only and the public 
access portion would move to the fifth channel. There would be a cost to this fifth channel.  
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In other cities, a nonprofit typically runs these channels and the city would not be paying costs. Staff will 
research other communities and will bring information to council. CM Wu congratulated Jake 
Schumacher and summarized the proposal, which is one full-time employee with hourly support. Mr. 
Liggett will continue to run the city and education pieces. The program coordinator would move to the 
public access. This generates a small savings overall. Discussion of advertising and sponsorships 
followed, noting that UPTV has been experimenting with underwriting sponsorships but with minimal 
results, concluding that a full-time staff person is needed to do this. Underwriting is Public Broadcasting 
Service style per Federal Communications Commission opinion. CM Brown recalled that the cable 
company ran a studio that ended when the franchise started. CM Roberts noted the importance of 
Public Access, expressing some concerns about surrendering it to a third party, but considers it 
reasonable and asked if there will be an RFP and requirements. Mr. Liggett indicated that the city will be 
looking for an organization, and there are some qualifications shown on page three of the memo. Mayor 
Marlin added that there was nothing for action tonight but this is the first of related reports. 

I. NEW BUSINESS 

 1.   Ordinance No. 2019-02-013:  An Ordinance Approving a Final Subdivision Plat 
 (Union Gardens Subdivision – Plan Case No. 2364-S-18) 

Planning Manager Lorrie Pearson presented the staff memo. Mayor Marlin noted that this is the 
first residential plat since 2008. Ms. Pearson reviewed what a final plat does: locks in the lots, 
provides easements for utilities, and dedicates the public right of way. She noted that the street 
segments of public ROW extend through Champaign. CM Wu asked about sidewalk placements 
to which Ms. Pearson responded that they are required along the right-of-way and along the 
private access roads as well. CM Hursey asked about the transition from tracts to lot numbers with 
Ms.  Pearson explaining that lots 102 and 103 are entirely in Urbana but lot 101 is split between 
Urbana and Champaign adding that no buildings will split lines.  

Questions from Council followed. CM Brown noted that this plat is really complicated for the first 
one since 2008 and asked if there are there other drawings showing the sidewalks reflecting past 
discussions and specifically mentioned in the ordinance and attachments. He noted the 
development as townhouses and duplexes and asked about single access to the exterior from the 
townhouses. CM Brown noted that single family row house or townhouse, separated by walls, had 
no principle use in the city’s R4 zoning category. Ms. Pearson responded that as there are more 
than 2 structures on a lot it is considered multi-family. CM Brown suggested a townhouse style 
apartments definition and asked if 3 duplexes on a lot are also Multifamily. Ms. Pearson noted that 
building and zoning are separate and even if zoning calls it Multi-Family, building could treat it 
differently. CM Brown noted that Section 5.3 of the Zoning Ordinance explains the use. He 
asked, with respect to the duplexes, if these these need to be sprinkled? Community Development 
Director Schneider indicated no and that construction requires 2-hour fire wall separation between 
Townhouse units so as to not require sprinklers. In describing the private drives and parking lots, 
Ms. Pearson noted that the development as a whole is multifamily so even if duplexes might 
require less parking, they are sharing the lot so there is parking sharing. CM Roberts asked about 
mail delivery, central or individual, as these are Townhouses. Staff noted that the Postal service 
doesn’t do individual delivery, and Ms. Hansen, the developer’s representative confirmed. Mr. 
Schneider indicated that the city will issue a certificate of occupancy for each unit with a unique 
address. 

CM Wu moved approval of Ordinance 2019-02-13, seconded by CM Hazen.  With no further 
discussion, the motion passed by roll call vote (6-1):  Brown – No; Hazen – Aye; Hursey – 
Abstain; Jakobsson – Aye; Miller – Aye; Roberts – Aye; Wu – Aye; Marlin – Aye. 

J.     ADJOURNMENT 

  With no further business to come before the council, Mayor Marlin adjourned the meeting at 8:46 
 p.m. 
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Charles A. Smyth 

City Clerk 

This meeting was video recorded with website link (viewable on demand): 

https://www.urbanaillinois.us/node/7548 

  

This meeting was broadcast on cable television (UPTV) and streamed live:  
 http://urbanaillinois.us/uptv 
 

      Minutes Approved:   February 18, 2019 

 

http://urbanaillinois.us/uptv

