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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

Grants Management Division 

m e m o r a n d u m 

TO: Mayor Diane Wolfe Marlin and City Council Members 

FROM:  John A. Schneider, MPA, Community Development Director 
Sheila E. Dodd, Manager, Grants Management Division 
Alyssa Jaje, Community Development Specialist 

DATE: August 22, 2019 

SUBJECT: Consolidated Social Service Funding Pool CDBG Subrecipient Agreement 
for FY 2019-2020 

Description 

Included on the agenda of the August 26, 2019 Committee of the Whole meeting is a Resolution 
Approving a proposed agreement with Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County for Public 
Service activities to be undertaken by a not-for-profit agency with Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds during the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 
2020. 

Background & Discussion 

In September 1996, the City of Urbana and Cunningham Township established a Consolidated 
Social Service Fund (CSSF) to provide grants to non-profit organizations that sponsor social 
services for Urbana residents. The consolidated fund combines City of Urbana general funds, 
Cunningham Township general funds, and City of Urbana CDBG funds. These funds are granted 
to organizations by joint decision of the Urbana City Council and Cunningham Township Board.  

A single application process was administered by the Grants Management Division of the City’s 
Department of Community Development Services in conjunction with the Cunningham 
Township Supervisor’s Office. CSSF applications for FY 2019-2020 were made available 
Monday, March 1, 2019 with the deadline for submission of completed applications of April 5, 
2019 at 4:00pm.   

City Council/Township Board reviewed the funding recommendations in a series of meetings 
during June and July, and approved the funding allocations on July 8, 2019, including $5,000 for 
Habitat.  The Grants Management Division administers programs that are funded with CDBG 
Public Service Funds and City of Urbana General Funds. The Office of the Cunningham 
Township Supervisor monitors the Township-funded programs.   
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Included in the total funding identified for CSSF grants is $5,000 in CDBG funds. Federal 
regulations require that CDBG funds allocated for public services be consistent with needs 
identified by the City in its Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan. At its February 26th, 
2019 meeting, the Community Development Commission selected specific priorities to be used 
when considering agencies for funding with CDBG Public Service funding. The priorities 
identified are: (1) Support services and training for low-income persons, and (2) Support 
homeless needs. 

The Habitat for Humanity program for housing counseling meets the priority (1) Support 
services and training for low-income persons for CDBG Public Service funding, and the 
proposed allocation amount is: 

Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County 
PROJECT NO. 1920-CSSP-01  
Priority: (1) Support services and training for low-income persons 
(Total allocation: $5,000; $5,000 CDBG) 

Habitat for Humanity will use CDBG funds to provide housing counseling to assist individuals in 
achieving and sustaining financial security.   The proposed agreement includes provisions 
required by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the City of Urbana. 

Options 

1. Approve the Resolution approving the agreement with Habitat for Humanity of
Champaign County.

2. Approve the Resolution with suggested changes.

3. Do not approve the Resolution.

Fiscal Impacts 

There is no impact to the City general fund because the $5,000 in CDBG funding for the 
Consolidated Social Service Funding is included in the City of Urbana and Urbana HOME 
Consortium FY 2019-2020 Annual Action Plan.   

The total amount allocated to the Consolidated Social Service Funding pool was $250,000 from 
the following sources: (1) City of Urbana in the amount of $75,000 which includes $70,000 from 
General Funds and $5,000 through CDBG; and (2) $175,000 through Cunningham Township. 
Approval of the agreement by City Council within a reasonable period will allow for the timely 
expenditure of CDBG funds as required by HUD. 

Programmatic Impacts 

City staff will continue to provide the programmatic and administrative support for the CDBG 
program with regard to social service funding as in previous years.  This proposed project is in 
keeping with the goals and strategies outlined in the City of Urbana and Urbana HOME 
Consortium Consolidated Plan FY 2015-2019, by supporting the goal of expanding economic 
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opportunities through empowerment and self-sufficiency for low-income persons and providing 
decent housing opportunities.  

Recommendations 

Staff recommends that the Urbana City Council approve the Resolution approving the 
Community Development Block Grant agreement. 

Attachments: 

1. A RESOLUTION APPROVING A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
AGREEMENT (Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County, Project No. 1920-CSSP-01)

2. City of Urbana Community Development Block Grant Agreement (Habitat for Humanity
of Champaign County, Project No. 1920-CSSP-01)



RESOLUTION NO.    2019-08-033R 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CITY OF URBANA  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 

(Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County, Inc. 
Project No. 1920-CSSP-01) 

WHEREAS, On May 20, 2019, the Urbana City Council passed Resolution No. 

2019-05-011R approving the City of Urbana and Urbana HOME Consortium Annual 

Action Plan FY 2019-2020 authorizing certain activities under the Public Service Activity 

Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

Section 1.  That an Agreement providing up to Five thousand and 00/100 dollars 

($5,000.00) in Community Development Block Grant funds to Habitat for Humanity of 

Champaign County, to provide financial counseling to assist individuals in achieving and 

sustaining financial security, in substantially the form of the copy of said Agreement attached 

hereto and hereby incorporated by reference, be and the same is hereby authorized and 

approved. 

Section 2.  That the Mayor of the City of Urbana, Illinois, be and the same is hereby 

authorized to execute and deliver and the City Clerk of the City of Urbana, Illinois, be and 

the same is authorized to attest to said execution of said Agreement as so authorized and 

approved for and on behalf of the City of Urbana, Illinois. 
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PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL this ________ day of_______________, ______. 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSTENTIONS: 

_____________________________ 
Charles A. Smyth, City Clerk 

APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this ________ day of_________________, ______. 

_____________________________ 
Diane Wolfe Marlin, Mayor 
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