
STATE OF ILLINOIS       CUNNINGHAM TOWNSHIP 
Diane Wolfe Marlin, Chair       Charles A. Smyth, Town Clerk 
 

CUNNINGHAM TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 
Monday November 6, 2017 

 
The Cunningham Township Board met in regular session at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 
06, 2017 in the Council Chambers at the Urbana City Building, 400 S. Vine Street, Urbana, 
Illinois. 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS PHYSICALLY PRESENT: 

Chair:  Diane Wolfe Marlin 
Trustees: Aaron Ammons; Bill Brown; Dean Hazen; Eric Jakobsson; Jared Miller 
  Dennis Roberts; Maryalice Wu 
Town Clerk: Charles A. Smyth 
Supervisor: Danielle Chynoweth 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE: None 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS ABSENT: Dan Stebbins, Assessor 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Fred Grosser, Township Attorney; Pastor Sheryl Palmer; Media members 

 
A. ROLL CALL 
 
 Chair Marlin called the meeting of the Cunningham Township Board to order at 7:01 

p.m.  
 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 October 2, 2017 – Trustee Miller made a motion to approve the minutes of October 2, 

2017.  Trustee Roberts seconded. There were no corrections and the minutes were 
approved by unanimous voice vote.  

 
C. COMMITTEE TO VERIFY BILLS 
 

1.  Town Fund in the amount of $82,216.70 
2.  General Assistance Fund in the amount of $27,210.99 

 
Trustee Roberts made a motion to approve the Town Fund and General Assistance Fund 
bills for the amounts listed. Trustee Hazen seconded and the bills were approved by 
unanimous voice vote. 
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D. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

Supervisor Chynoweth provided the board with a written monthly report. She 
summarized the Assistance Statistics by category as of Nov. 2, 2017 with a total active 
client base of 124. She also announced the Township is continuing sponsorship of an 
annual coat drive providing trustees with a flier.  
 

E. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

There were none. 
 
F. OLD BUSINESS 
 

There was none. 
 
G. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Resolution No. T-2017-11-007R – A Resolution Determining the Amounts of Money 
Necessary to be Raised by the Tax Levy for the Tax Year 2017, Collectible in 2018 
 
Supervisor Chynoweth provided a written summary of her comments on her rationale 
for keeping the Township Levy at the same amount as last year. She indicated that she 
wanted to monitor GA levels, wait to see the impact of any changes to the Affordable 
Care Act and Medicaid on GA participants, keep the GA grant levels the same, assess the 
impact of new township education and employment programs, and develop a strategic 
plan for the Township. 
 
A motion to approve Resolution T-2017-11-007R was made by Trustee Ammons and 
seconded by Trustee Miller. With no further discussion, the motion passed on a roll call 
7-0. Voting Aye: Aaron Ammons; Bill Brown; Dean Hazen; Eric Jakobsson; Jared Miller; 
Dennis Roberts; Maryalice Wu. Voting No: none 
 

b. Resolution No. T-2017-11-008R – A Resolution Approving And Authorizing An 
Agreement Concerning The Disposition And Use Of Funds Disbursed Through The 
Cunningham Township Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

 
Supervisor Chynoweth provided written comments and gave a brief history of homeless 
shelters since 1971 indicating how many services have been diminished or shut down in 
the past couple years. She reviewed last year’s efforts by the faith-based community 
with support from United Way and the City of Champaign to provide provisional 
shelters, a survey summary from last January of homelessness, and this year’s plans for 
the CU Men’s Emergency Shelter. Additional information was provided by Rev. Dr. 
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Sheryl Palmer, Pastor of Faith United Methodist Church, Champaign on this year’s 
program and plans for opening.  
 
Trustee questions and discussion followed centered on hours of operation and in 
particular, morning closing times. Trustees Ammons, Jakobsson, Roberts, and Wu 
expressed interest in finding some way to stay open longer in the morning until other 
facilities were open. Rev. Palmer indicated that she would discuss the costs and options 
with her board. Supervisor Chynoweth, in consultation with Attorney Grosser, indicated 
that she would bring back an amendment to the agreement in December for Board 
consideration. 
 
A motion to approve Resolution T-2017-11-008R was made by Trustee Miller and 
seconded by Trustee Ammons. With no further discussion, the motion passed on a roll 
call 7-0. Voting Aye: Aaron Ammons; Bill Brown; Dean Hazen; Eric Jakobsson; Jared 
Miller; Dennis Roberts; Maryalice Wu. Voting No: none 
 

H. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Cunningham Township Board, Chair 

Marlin declared the meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 
Charles A. Smyth____ 
Town Clerk 
 
 
*This meeting was taped. 
**This meeting was broadcast on cable television. 
Website link for this meeting: http://www.urbanaillinois.us/node/6202  
 
 
      Minutes Approved:       December 4, 2017 
 

http://www.urbanaillinois.us/node/6202

