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CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY DIVISION 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: City of Urbana Sustainability Advisory Commission      
FROM: Scott R. Tess, Environmental Sustainability Manager 
DATE: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
RE: Staff Report 

 
Climate Action Plan Phase 2 Progress 
Goal 3: Action 4 Propose strategies to improve the local onsite renewable energy market 
Solar Urbana-Champaign 4.0 has selected New Prairie Construction as the vendor for 2019.  We are 
currently scheduling Solar Power Hours and meeting with public agencies and non-profit organizations in 
an attempt to identify and develop solar projects that can apply for the low income and non-profit 
incentives from the State.  Demand for low income and non-profit incentives is expected to far outstrip 
supply, and the application period will be a very short window.    
 
Goal 3: Action 5 Propose strategies to increase renewable energy purchasing in the commercial sector 
The City’s landfill solar development did not win an incentive in the recent Illinois Power Authority 
incentive lottery.  The City’s developer will be applying for other incentives in May. 
 
Other Energy and Climate Activities 
Staff explored utilizing a grant to fund a Regional Planning Commission study to determine the impact on 
roads and climate pollution from multiple private waste hauling companies servicing single family 
residences.  The grant staff explored ultimately was not a good fit.  However, still will continue to seek 
funds elsewhere for this study. 
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Sustainable Water Management Plan 
Staff is supporting the University of Illinois Extension Office’s staff and interns on a green infrastructure 
pilot project to develop best practice guides for right of ways and other green infrastructure practices. 
 

 
 
Additional Public Engagement  
Staff participated in the Boneyard Creek Community Day collecting litter along the St. Joseph Ditch near 
High Cross Road. 
 
Staff spoke at a Clean Energy Earth Day Forum in Champaign about the City’s solar energy programming 
organized in part by Sustainability Advisory Commission Chair Stacy Gloss. 
 
Staff supported the Urbana Bike to Work Day station with materials provisioning. 
 
U-Cycle  
Staff replaced several dozen multifamily U-Cycle carts that had been in service for 20 years, but had fallen 
into disrepair.  The replacement carts will better keep rainwater out of cans and will be more secure for 
collection crews to handle. 
 
Next Sustainability Advisory Commission Meeting 
June 4 at 7:00 pm in Council Chambers at the Urbana City Building.  


