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  CITY OF URBANA, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY DIVISION 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: City of Urbana Sustainability Advisory Commission      
FROM: Scott R. Tess, Environmental Sustainability Manager 
DATE: Tuesday, August 6, 2019 
RE: Staff Report 

 
Climate Action Plan Phase 2 Progress 
Goal 3: Action 4 Propose strategies to improve the local onsite renewable energy market 
Solar Urbana-Champaign has surpassed the first discount benchmark of 50kW of contracted capacity. 
 
Goal 3: Action 1 Purchase Green Power Partnership qualified renewable energy credits in future municipal 
electric aggregation agreements 
Ameren Illinois has released its new residential electric rate for customers in the Urbana area.  Effective 
June 2019, the new Ameren summer rate (June 2019-September 2019) is 4.56 cents/kilowatt-hour (¢/kwh) 
and the non-summer rate (October 2019-May 2020) is 4.83¢/kwh.  These new rates are lower than Urbana’s 
current municipal electrical aggregation contract with Homefield Energy, which is 5.653¢/kwh. The 
municipal aggregation rate is fixed through December 2020.  
 
Urbana’s municipal aggregation rate is higher than Ameren’s current default rate for residential accounts by 
an average of $8 per month.  While the municipal aggregation rate is higher, it delivers price stability and 
100% green power. 
 
Goal 3: Action 5 Propose strategies to increase renewable energy purchasing in the commercial sector 
The City’s developer has applied for the Solar For All Low Income Community Solar incentive.  Incentive 
awards are scheduled to be announced in August.  Past announcement dates have been subject to delays. 
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Landscape Recycling Center 
Staff is creating an invitation to bid on a fiber optic installation to the Landscape Recycling Center ticket 
booth.  This would create the opportunity to consider additional technology at the ticket booth including a 
credit card machine, security cameras, and internet transmittal of sales data. 
 
Sustainable Water Management Plan 
The City of Urbana and the Integrated Pest Management Institute have scheduled dates for public 
engagement activities for the Midwest Grows Green program.  See the agenda for dates. 
 

 
 
Additional Public Engagement  
Staff was interviewed on WCIA and WAND about Solar Urbana-Champaign. 
 
Staff presented on an Environment America webinar about Solar Urbana-Champaign. 
 
Staff tabled for Solar Urbana-Champaign at Urbana Park District Neighborhood Nights, Jettie Rhodes Day, 
and Urbana Market at the Square. 
 
U-Cycle  
Staff provided the Building Safety Division information regarding best practices for ensuring adequate space 
for recycling cans and recycling chutes for new developments.   
 
Staff has collected corn cob food scrap at the Urbana Sweetcorn Festival in years past.  However, each year 
the food scrap load is contaminated with garbage or the vendor fails to deliver the load to the Landscape 
Recycling Center.  To address these challenges, staff intends to reduce the amount of food scrap capacity at 
the Sweetcorn Festival and keep it under staff control at all times.  When the Landscape Recycling Center 
opens, staff will deliver the food scrap.   
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Personnel 
Assistant City Engineer, Brad Bennett, recently left the City’s employ for a position at the Urbana 
Champaign Sanitary District.  Brad’s duties regarding the City’s closed landfill the directorship of the 
Champaign Urbana Solid Waste Disposal System have been transferred to Scott Tess.  Duties include 
supervising leachate sampling, leachate disposal, and vegetation management. 
 
Sustainability Advisory Commission Chair, Stacy Gloss, is exploring the possibility of getting City-branded 
shirts for Commission members to wear at events related to their commission work.  Stacy will discuss 
during the Commission meeting. 
 
Next Sustainability Advisory Commission Meeting 
September 3 at 7:00 pm in the Executive Conference Room at the Urbana City Building.  


