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I hereby certify that I am authorized to approve this Report, which serves as a Request for 

Reimbursement, that I have reviewed the attached invoices in the amount of $_750.00; that all costs 

claimed have been incurred for the Project in accordance with the Agreement between Ashanti Files and 

the CITY OF URBANA; that all submitted invoices have been paid; and no costs included herein have 

been previously submitted.”  

 

August 10, 2020 
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 Final Report for Tier I Grant 2019-2020 

 

To the Urbana Arts and Culture Commission, 

The award of 750 dollars provided by this commission allowed the Writers of Oya to become a positive 

element of change with Urbana Middle school and this community. The grant funds were used to 

acquire supplies for recruitment, provide each participant with a journal, bag, water bottle, as well as 

offer supplemental snacks for performances.  

The program was able to provide girls of color with the ability to recognize, write, and recite. Classes 

took place weekly and lasted 1.5 hours after school. Transportation to and from the program were 

provided by me. The 3 “R”s that I implemented taught participants how to recognize their emotions. The 

funds provided for a personal session with Soul Care Urban Retreat Center, where the instructor taught 

the participants a Breath Prayer which allowed to them focus on and recognize their internal feelings of 

anxiety and stress. The ability to recognize their feelings allowed them to be able to better write about 

them. The final R is to enable to students to recite their writing in public.  

Our first community poetry slam took place at the Crystal Lake Boat House. It was a free event that took 

place Oct 11 and was attended by community members, local poets, as well as the Urbana Poet 

Laurette. The participants were very proud of their performance and the opportunity to be able to speak 

their truths honestly and openly in the community setting.  

The Writers of Oya have built a name for themselves as evidenced by the group being invited to perform 

at several venues. In January, they were asked by BuyBlackChambana to write content for the very first 

issue of Luminous magazine. The girls wrote articles as well as poetry and were invited to a photoshoot. 

The launch of the magazine was a great success and provided the participants with a great boost to their 

self-esteem. Funds allowed for each girl to have a personalized makeup session and coordinating outfits. 

They were also invited to perform at their school’s Black History month program, sharing their voices 

and experiences with a select group of staff, students, and parents. There were interviewed on Talks 

with Tari, a local radio show hosted within the IMC as well as featured on CI Living. 

Overall, approximately 100 hours have gone into the lesson planning, class time, and communication 

with members of this community to find and develop opportunities for the Writers of Oya to be a 

success. This project has allowed me as an artist to recognize the importance of interacting and 

mentoring teens as having a trustworthy and stable adult influence is critical for their development.  

It has been an immense pleasure and honor to be able to host this program and I am grateful that it was 

made possible through the funds this committee provided. 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Expenses 

 

Items Cost In kind donation

Water bottles/pens 68.29 50

Bags, journals 100

Venue 145

Snacks 150

Makeup 50 25

Breath Meditation Workshop 150

Mentor payment 200 250

Total 863.29 325

 

 

 

 




