
CITY OF URBANA FIRE DEPARTMENT



WHO WE ARE
 The Urbana Fire Department is an ISO Class 1 rated Fire Service 
 We are 59 Fire Fighters that provide:
 Fire Suppression
 Fire Prevention
 EMT – Intermediate Level service to our community (18 Paramedics, 18 

Intermediates and 23 Basic EMT providers)
 MABAS Division 28 Technical Rescue Response Team
 Hazardous Materials Operations Response Team
 8 Fully Trained Fire Investigators
 Working together with the other City Departments to best serve our community



COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING

 Completing the Home Fire and Life Safety Program

 Working with Public Works to install more Pre-emption devices on intersections 
for safe travel to emergency incidents

 Fire Prevention working with Community Development on Building Plan Reviews 
to assure compliance from the start of the project

 Working with Public Works to determine the replacement plan for Station #2 & 
Station #3

 Collectively working together helps to determine the best response times and 
services for many years in the future to protect the invest of the community



WHAT WE DO

 Fire Prevention Bureau
 Fire Suppression and Operations
 Special Operations
Training Bureau
Administration



FIRE CHIEF
Charles Lauss 
217/384-2421

DIVISION CHIEF – Shift 1 
Clint Weidert
217/384-2422

DIVISION CHIEF – Shift 3
Mike Wallace
217/384-2422

DIVISION CHIEF – Shift 2
Kyle Hensch

217/384-2422

FIRE MARSHAL
VACANT POSITION

CAMPUS 
PREVENTION/EDUCATION 

Dave Wisher – 217/244-4309

CAPTAIN
Ryan McCarty

CAPTAIN
Fred Westhoff

CAPTAIN
Lee Buxton

LIEUTENANTS LIEUTENANTS LIEUTENANTS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
April Smysor
217/384-2429

DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF
Demond Dade
217/384-6263

ENGINEERS ENGINEERS ENGINEERS

FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS

City of Urbana Fire Department Organization Chart



FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU

• Fire Prevention Permit Inspections – 370
• Liquor License Occupancy Inspections - 75
• Hazardous Materials Occ Inspections - 64
• Public School Inspections - 14
• General Commercial Business Inspections - 693
• Multi-family Inspections (bi-annual) - 536
• University of Illinois Building Inspections - 474
• TOTAL Inspections - 2,164



FIRE SUPPRESSION AND OPERATIONS

 Fire Suppression activities
 Emergency Medical Emergencies
 Vehicle Accidents
 Good Intent and Service Calls
 Rescue Calls
 53 Sworn Line Fire Fighters on 3 Shifts working 24 hours on and 48 hours off
 4 Stations with 1 – Truck Company, 4 – Engine Companies and 1 – Command Car



CALL NUMBERS

 Fire calls - 199

 EMS, Rescue, high pressure - 2,864 

 Service Calls - 656

 Hazardous Materials - 221

 Good Intent - 379

 Other Calls - 831

 TOTAL Calls - 5150



SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

 Member of MABAS (Mutual Aid Box Alarm System)

 Technical Rescue Technicians –

 High and Low Angle Rope Rescue

 Trench Rescue

 Confined Space Rescue 

 Structural Collapse Rescue

 Heavy Machinery Technical Rescue

 Water Rescue



TRAINING BUREAU

 Emergency Medical Training

 Fire Suppression Training

 Special Operations Training

 Leadership Training for Succession Plan

 Documentation for ISO Rating



ADMINISTRATION

• Consists of:

• 1 – Fire Chief

• 1 – Deputy Fire Chief

• 3 – Division Chiefs

• 1 – Administrative Assistant III

The main focus of this Division is to provide Leadership and Support 
to the entire Department and collaboration with other internal and 
external stakeholders. 



WHERE WE ARE

• The Urbana Fire Department has 4 Stations strategically located 
within the City of Urbana.  One of those stations is owned and 
maintained by the University of Illinois.  We are located at:
• 400 South Vine Street

• Philo Road (South Fire Station)

• Lincoln Avenue (North Fire Station)

• Gregory Street (Campus Station)



CENTRAL STATION 400 SOUTH VINE ST.

 Built and occupied in 1964

 Car 220 with the Battalion Chief

 Ladder Tower 261 with a Captain, 
Engineer and Fire Fighter

 Engine 251 with a Lieutenant, 
Engineer and Fire Fighter

 Administrative Offices



SOUTH STATION (#2) 2103 S. PHILO ROAD

 Built and occupied est. late 1969

 Engine 252 with a Lieutenant, 
Engineer and Fire Fighter.

 This Station has been identified to 
be replaced in the Facility Master 
Plan



NORTH STATION (#3) 1407 N. LINCOLN AVE.

 Built and occupied est. late 1970

 Engine 253 with a Lieutenant, 
Engineer and Fire Fighter

 This Station has also been 
identified to be replaced in the 
Facility Master Plan



UNIVERSITY STATION (#4) 1105 W. GREGORY 

 Built and occupied est. mid 2001

 Built after the University of 
Illinois Fire Department was 
merged with Urbana Fire and 
Champaign Fire Departments.

 Engine 254 with a Lieutenant, an 
Engineer and a Fire Fighter

 Car 212, the University of Illinois 
Fire Prevention Officer



CITY OF URBANA FIRE DEPARTMENT
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