














 

Sino-African Initiative Grant  
Awarded 2010
The Urbana Sister Cities Program is awarded a $100,000 grant from Sister Cities  
International to improve health and sanitation in our African Sister City, Zomba,  
Malawi. Urbana will manage a Tri-lateral Partnership of mutual cooperation with  
Zomba and our Chinese Sister City, Haizhu District in Guangzhou, China. All will work  
to solve problems and bring solutions to significant health issies in Zomba. 

The team selects trash collection and garbage removal as its major focus. Trash  
collection bins will be constructed in key areas of Zomba. Grant money will also be 
used to purchase of a garbage truck for collecting trash in Zomba.

Team member Scott Tess, Urbana’s Environmental Sustainability Manager, 
proposes building separate organic waste collection bins and the construction of a 
composting station at Zomba’s landfill. Composted organic vegetable matter will be 
bagged and sold to local farmers, creating an organic recycling plan for the city. Sale  
of Compost will make the plan financially sustainable and improve crop yeilds.

These plans are approved and work commences. Team members meet in Malawi,  
visiting earlier AUPAP work sites and looking at Zomba’s trash collection infrastructure. 











































New trash bins are divided to collect solid waste and organic trash.



New garbage truck arrives in Zomba.



SAI Participants: John Dimit and Sam Smith, USA; Dison Jinga, Zomba CEO; 
Qiang Zhang and Kairong Lin, China. 



Busta Chinola and Chris Stohr present Zomba’s project at Sister Cities 
International meeting.



Busta Chinola (Zomba), Mary Kane (President of Sister Cities International),  
Kairong Lin (Haizhu), and Chris Stohr (Urbana) at SAI Award Ceremony.


