
 
 
  

October 12th, 2020 

Town Bills 
See attached town bills for details​. 

● Town fund =  $43,322.59 in expenditures 

● General Assistance Fund = $76,596.39 in expenditures  

● TOTAL: $119,918.98 in expenditures  

 

General Assistance 
Monthly support for Urbana residents who are disabled or out of work. 

● 134 Current Participants (down from 147): 24 closed & 11 opened 

○ 7 closed as transferred to other cash benefits 

○ 3 closed due to increased income/employment 

○ 6 closed for out of township 

○ 7 closed due to being non-responsive 

○ 1 closed due to death 

● 58 are homeless (67 last month) 

● 79 males / 55 females / 0 transgender or gender non-conforming 

● 43.8 is the average age 

● NOTE: Community Work Program remained closed in September 2020 

 

Rental Assistance 
One-time assistance to prevent eviction and homelessness. 

● 4 Rental Assistance (up from 2 last month) 

 

Additional Assistance  
● Supported 3 participants in application fees for housing. 

● Supported 5 General Assistance participants move into housing. 

● Supported 3 homeless families to obtain emergency housing. 

 

Increase in Requests 

1 



 

● The volume of requests to Township continues to increase. In September we had 68 

calls come in per work day or about 11 per hour, about double the volume from before 

COVID-19. 

● A total of 599 applications (129 electronic and 470 paper) 470 General Assistance 

Applications have left our office since March 2020 or 100 per month. 

● A total of 546 (63 electronic and 483 paper) Rental Assistance applications have left our 

office since March 2020 or 91 per month. 
 

Housing Advocacy 
Support for township participants to apply for available housing subsidizes.  

● 48 of our most vulnerable participants helped to apply for subsidized housing to 7 

housing opportunities.  

● 10 have moved into subsidized housing with several more almost complete. 

 

Disability Advocacy 
Support for township participants to apply for SSI/SSDI and access supportive resources. 

● 1 SSI application started in August by our SOAR advocate. 

○ Additional outreach is planned to start an SSI application for a second 

participant. 

● 1 participant approved for SSI in August and 1 participant approved for SSI in 

September. 

● 2 reimbursements received. 

● NOTE: GA ends when SSI begins. CTSO receives reimbursement from Social Security for 

GA payments made during the time of their disability.  

 

Bucket Brigade 

Stay-at-home food and safety provisions during COVID-19 for very low-income residents. 

● Buckets: 638 (Since March 25) 

● People served: 1580 (Since March 25) Including 579 children 

 

Other COVID Support  
Thanks to CURE funding, our design volunteer, former UI Press Art Director Cope Cumpston, 

Cunningham Township will be mailing a postcard about Township and partner resources to all 

Urbana households next week. This postcard is meant to ensure Urbana residents know how to 

access resources during COVID-19. It includes how to get free COVID tests, making sure people 

get counted with the census by October 31st, and a reminder to wear masks.  
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