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ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLING 

 
PERMIT AND INSPECTION INFORMATION 

 
Code References 

2009 International Residential Code 
2008 National Electrical Code 
2009 International Mechanical Code 
Current State of Illinois Plumbing Code 
Current International Energy Conservation Code as adopted by the State of Illinois 
 

Application 
 
Submit completed application with one (1) set of plans and one (1) site plan. 
 

Estimated Plan Review Time 
 

Plan review time is subject to application and plans being complete. 
 

Permit Fees -- (minimum permit fee is $50.00) 
 
New One Family Dwelling  

Less than 2,500 gross square feet = $345 
More than 2,500 but less than 3499 gross square feet = $400 
3500 square feet and above = $435 

Addition/Alteration = $6 per $1,000 of construction costs. 
 
New Two Family Dwelling   

Less than 2,500 gross square feet = $375 
More than 2,500 gross square feet but less than 3499 = $425 
3500 square feet and above = $450 

Addition/Alteration = $6 per $1,000 of construction costs. 
 
Does not include Plumbing, Electrical, HVAC, Sprinkler, and Fireplace permit fees. 
Also does not include Right of Way or Erosion Control permits or fees. 
These applications and fees are available from the respective inspector. 
 

Inspections 
 
Please make your request at least 24 hours in advance. 
Required inspections are noted with the permit. 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 

BUILDING SAFETY DIVISION 
400 South Vine Street, Urbana, IL 61801 

(217) 384-2443 
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The following information is presented to assist you in the planning of your project. 
 
The minimum footing depth for Urbana is 32 inches below grade. 
 
Lots shall have adequate drainage and be graded to drain surface water away from the foundation.  
The grade away from the foundation shall fall a minimum of 6 inches within the first 10 feet, except 
as restricted by lot lines where the fall will be a minimum of 6 inches to the lot line. 
 
Crawl space ventilation openings shall be not less than one square foot for each 150 square feet of 
crawl space area.  The total area of ventilation openings may be reduced to 1/1500 of the under-
floor area where the ground surface is treated with an approved vapor barrier material and one 
such ventilation opening is within three feet of each corner each way of the building.  Ventilation 
openings may be omitted on one side of the building. 
 
A crawl space access opening of at least 18 inches by 24 inches shall be provided.  The access 
opening shall not align with any door in a manner which may present a safety hazard if the access 
cover were misplaced.  
 
Any floor level below grade, which is provided with plumbing fixtures or drains, must have 
overhead discharge and no gravity discharge to the sewer system. 
 
Any stud in an exterior wall or a bearing partition may be cut or notched to a depth not exceeding 
25 percent of its width.  Studs in nonbearing partitions may be notched to a depth not to exceed 40 
percent of a single stud width.  Any stud may be bored or drilled, provided that the diameter of the 
resulting hole is no greater than 40 percent of the stud width, the edge of the hole is no closer than 
5/8 inch to the edge of the stud, and the hole is not located in the same section as a cut or a notch.  
One exception to this is that a stud may be bored to a diameter not exceeding 60 percent of its 
width, provided that such studs located in exterior walls or bearing partitions are doubled and that 
not more than two successive studs are bored.  This is an issue for windows over kitchen sinks in 
2X4 inch stud walls. 
 
Where piping or ductwork is placed in, or partly in, an exterior wall or interior load bearing wall, 
necessitating a cutting of the top plate by more than 50 percent of its width, the plate shall be 
reinforced per section R-602.6.1. 
 
The minimum tread run is 10 inches and maximum riser height is 7 ¾ inches.  The greatest riser 
height within any flight of stairs shall not exceed the smallest by more than 3/8 inch.  Stairways 
shall not be less than 3 feet in clear width and the headroom shall be at least 6 feet 8 inches.  
Handrails may project from each side of the stairway a distance of 3½ inches into the required 
width.  Handrails must be continuous on one side of the stairs. 
 
Porches, balconies, or raised floor surfaces located more than 30 inches above the floor or grade 
shall have guardrails not less than 36 inches in height.  Required guardrails on open sides of 
stairways, raised floor areas, balconies, and porches shall have intermediate rails or ornamental 
closures which will not allow passage of an object four inches or more in diameter. 
 
A readily accessible attic access framed opening not less than 22 inches by 30 inches shall be 
provided to any attic area having a clear height over 30 inches.  Garage access covers or pull 
down stairs must be protected by 1/2  inch gypsum board or have an approved fire-resistance 
rating. 
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